World Student Christian Federation (WSCF), Europe Region

WSCF-Conference: “If I were a migrant” Youth perspective on Migration and Integration of Young Migrants into Society

Rome, Italy 23rd – 28th May 2007


Conference Invitation

And Call for Applications
The topic: WSCF Europe is aware of the reality that the youth population in European societies is diverse. Different ethnic, cultural and religious backgrounds co-exist. The phenomenon of migration and integration of immigrants in society cannot be overlooked any longer. Facing migration means integrating people from elsewhere, as well as facilitating possibilities for them to live in their own cultures. We understand integration to be a proactive process from both sides—including the receiving community and the migrants themselves.
The conference will look at the “uprootedness” of young migrants and how the European migration policy is dealing with this question. The conference should raise awareness on the cultural and religious diversity of migrants. Tools should be given to young people to deal with these issues. There will be spaces for sharing different experiences of being young migrants, and participants will brainstorm and develop concrete plans for overcoming the lack of integration in Europe and for underlining the “All different, all equal” issues related to immigrant youth and their peers. The conference follows the global theme of WSCF for the year 2007 which is migration. 

The programme: We aspire to work through a number of different methodologies, including plenary sessions, small groups and creative workshops. The programme will incorporate space not only for “professional” input, but also for student participants to share their knowledge and interests related to the topic. Apart from the intellectual content, there will also be opportunities for social and spiritual development through cultural exchange and common prayer and worship. Finally, the programme will include an excursion in Rome in order to better understand the local context.

The participants: The conference will bring together from across Europe approximately 40 students and young people (ages 18–30) with or without migratory backgrounds who are active in Christian movements in their home countries, with guest lecturers consisting of academics and activists who specialise in this topic. A good knowledge of English is necessary. 

For more information or to receive an application form, please contact the conference organizers at wscfmigration@yahoo.com. The application deadline is 1st April 2007.   

The organisers: The World Student Christian Federation is a global fellowship of Christian students in more than 100 countries. We organise conferences, training events and solidarity activities. Europe is one of the Federation’s six regions, with 23 national Student Christian Movements (SCMs) in 18 countries. We believe that faith and social justice cannot be separated. As Christians we must be ready to be engaged in theological, political and social issues. We strive towards unity in diversity across the boundaries of denomination, nation, culture and gender.  (www.wscf-europe.org)


The FGEI (Itlalian Evangelical Youth Federation) is the Italian member movement of WSCF. It was founded in 1969 as a result of the wish of Waldensian, Methodist and Baptist youth movements to get together in a common interdenominational federation. Reflections on faith and politics are the main features of the federation’s activities. (www.fgei.org)
The Federation of Protestant Churches in Italy is a fellowship of churches aiming to monitor the situation of religious freedom, provide information about Protestant culture and religious minorities, promote Christian education and training, and assist disadvantaged people, especially migrants and refugees. (www.fcei.it) 

The Churches’ Commission for Migrants in Europe is the ecumenical agency on migration and integration, refugees and asylum, and against racism and discrimination in Europe. The aim of CCME is to develop in the churches throughout Europe a due sense of responsibility towards the situation of migrants, refugees and minority ethnic people. Founded in 1964, its members are Anglican, Orthodox and Protestant Churches, diaconal agencies and Councils of churches in presently 16 European countries.  (www.ccme.be) 

