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Blah, Blah, Blah/ Editor’'s Letler

ime to Listen

FOR FIVE cenfuries Ewopean nations was only larger ships and better spur us into action
have been in the impori-export business. . weaponry that allowed them to take The real lesson that we in Europe must
They have been importing textiles, over so completely. learn is a simple one. After so long
foods, minerals, precious metals, which Across the world aboriginal peoples telling the world what to do, making
they needed to make them bigger and  were invaded, their cultures often wiped  demands and imposing its will, Europe
stronger, and laterly they have been out and populations decimated. Lands has not been much in the habit of
importing people to keep them big and  regarded as ferm nullius had new waye listening to other people. Without an
strong. They have been exporting them-  of life and religions forced upon them.  appreciation of other cultures, traditions,
gelves, and their armies, which con- One of the most horrific examples of this  spiritualities, religions, we shall continue
quered their way across the rest of the |is the part played by European states in  to have a distorted and therefore dan-
world, carving out dominions, pillaging | the history of Latin America, which /gerous view of the world. Ours is only
and looting. -Iforms the feature section of this one perspective. There are many.
European powers built up strings of |MOZAIK, and on which two WSCF When we stop listening to people we
colonies arourd the world, and imposed  conferences are based. The first was in  stop eeeing individuals and regard them
legal and educational systems, lan- Quitn, Ecuador, in April 1991, and a only as members of groups, defined and
_guages, modes of dress. Even the follow-up event will be held in Porto, categorised by external appearances and
‘world’ systems, such as the United \Portugal, in February 1993. background. It means we lose a sense of
Nalions, are of Western design. Guilt is not a particularly useful reality, and that our opinions are formed
For all this time Europe has been emotion. There is no use in endless by stereotypes. This is especially true in
telling the world what to do and when hand-wringing by Europeans over the the Churches and organisations like
to do it, who to fight and how, what to guilt of five centuries, or indeed in WSCF which have a world-wide mem-
buy and where to but it - how to live.  constant complaint by nonEuropeans bership, and people from many cultures
Western culture - a European-derived over the injustices of the same period. working along side each other. We need
culture - now predominates. Western  Should 1 feel guilty that T write this in o maintain a balance.
music, TV, “food’, can be found through-  my native language, knowing that it is It was having a euro-centric view that
out the world. The 1914-18 European the one that most others will have to  allowed states to divide up lands and
war became the "First World War”. leam, and that this situation can be peoples between them. It is a euro-
After so long when history was written  traced back to less than glorious epi-  centric view that allows Europe to bumn
in European universities, the culture of sodes (of colonisation) in my couniry’s its surplus food, restrict access to its
Europe has come 1o be seen, at least by (history? No, but the uniqueness of the markets and shut its gates, The Kairos
Europeans, as advanced. position, and the obligations it gives to  Europe process, with which WSCF is
It was not always like this. Europeans |reciprocate, should be recognised.  connected and SCMs can become further
were uncivilised savages compared to  Should I feel guilty as a Furopean of my involved, is a move in the direction of
many in the Middle Ages. When the privileged position in the world, [appreciaﬁng Europe’s need to reassess.
Portuguese arxived in the Indian Ocean  through my stardard of living and It is time to appreciate that Europe is
in the late 15th Century (using Arab lifestyle? Yes, if the continuing inequali- not alome in the world and that all
navigation techniques) they were looked  ties that I can attempt to rectify are not  peoples’ voices have equal validity, all
on with contempt by the cultivated recognised, if I do not use power ‘havean equal right to speak. And since
Hindu princes and Muslim merchants. (political, communicational, even as a Europe has been dictating fo the world
{The Portuguese sailors were ashamed of  consumer) that the position gives me to  for so long, maybe we should shut up
|t]\egi.ﬂsthei.r King had given them to  fry to make a difference. We do not have for a while
\present to the local rulers. When, later, to feel guilty for the distant past, but we
the Dutch, English and French came, it may have fo for the present if it doesnot ~ MICHAEL FEAKES
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newsfile

Reading the Signs of the Time

Major WSCF Consultation held at United Nations

THE HISTORIC changes in the world over
the past few years led WSCF to organise
an important consultation in New York, to
promote informed analysis of the global
situation. The collapse of many socialist
regimes, the proclamation of the New
World Order’ and the Gulf War, were the
backdrop for the meeting, held 8-14 April,
one of the first discussions of the changes
in international Christian circles. 25 partid-
pants came from 19 countries, representing
each of WSCF's six Regions, and represen-
tatives were also present from other Chris-
lian organisations, including IYCS, WCC-
Youth and YMCA. WSCF-Europe’s dele-
gates were Wlodek Misijuk, Eastern
Europe Project staff member, and Ingrid
Voll (ERC).

The programme of the consultation -
organised by WSCF's Inter-Regional Office
(IRO) and the Methodist Church of the US
- took place in the Church Center for the
United Nations, at the UN Plaza. General
introductions to the international situation

and UN system, were followed by meet-
ings with representatives from Churches
and Church-related Non-Governmental
Organisations (NGOs) and discussion of
their work. Partidpants were then briefed
on the peace processes in Cambodia and El
Salvadar, the anti-apartheid struggle in
South Africa and developments in the
Commonwealth of Independent States.
Partidpants also visited local churches
and community groups, to try to under-
stand the link between US domestic and
foreign polides. One group, ‘Action for
Community Empowerment’ in Harlem,
made a particularly strong impression with
a suffering community situated in the
same city as the headquarters of the whole
UN system. The results of the discussions,
and the reflections of Working Groups (on:
post-Cold War politics; WSCF guidelines
for UN involvement; and theological/ethi-
cal issues) were synthesised into a paper,
the ‘Conclusions of the Consultation”.*
What did the consultation achieve?

“Bringing people together from the whole
world, to spend time sharing thelr
experiences and views, and acquiring new
knowledge seems to me a successful way
of working within the movement,” said
Ingrid Voll. The final paper tried to gather
together the strands: “The formula of ‘the
Bible in one hand and a newspaper in the
other’ remains adequate. What we are
looking for is not ‘the’ political guideline
for WSCF, not only a place for concrete
commitments and social praxis, but also an
open agora, a space for open and daring
conversations..’Reading the signs of the
time’ means for us today to be ready to
walk into troubled land.” More directly,
“The challenge for us, as a Northem
region,” said Ingrid, “might be how to
deal with political, world-wide issues
within our context. How can WSCF-
Europe work with global perspectives?
How can we, for example, meet the
challenges from the Kairos Document?”’
(*Available from WSCF IRO, Geneva.)

Ex-Co Cancelled

Visa Problems Blamed

THE ANNUAL meeting of WSCF's Execu-
tive Committee, due in July, was cancelled
just before delegates were due to travel to
take part on it. Ex-Co members from each
of the Regions were to fly to El Salvador
for the meeting, but difficulties with visas
meant it was uncertain whether all would
have been able to attend. In that context,
with one, and possibly two, of the six
Regions unrepresented, the IRO opted to
postpane the meeting.

The dedsion to cancel the July meeting
was taken even after some WSCF staff,
including Europe Region Secretary Paula
Saukkonen, had arrived in Central
America. At short notice Salvador SCM put
together an "excellent” programme of visits
for them.

The Ex-Co was due to discuss inter alia
the Centennial Fund: this is the plan to
raise US$1 million for WSCF by the time of
the next General Assembly in Africa,
which is in the year of WSCF's Centenary
(1995). The meeting has been rescheduled
for early next year, and will probably now
take place in Venezuela or Ecuador.

4

EELLP: First Stage Complete

THE FIRST part of the Eastern Europe
Language and Leadership Project, involv-
ing a series of English-language courses
across the East of the Region, reached a
successful conclusion in September. Hun-
dreds of members of youth groups in
Poland, Romania, Russia
and Hungary attended
classes taught by members
af British SCM throughout
the summer. The EELLP,
which is coordinated by
WSCF staff Becky Brannan
in Swansea, will now move
into its second stage, in-
volving groups from Eas-
tem Europe travelling to
Britain in the summer of
1993, for the development
of leadership techniques with British SCM.

The EELLP - organised by WSCF in
cooperation with the EYCE and SYNDES-
MOS - is one of the first such projects of its
kind. Its ambitious scale and ecumenical
nature - involving students from Catholic,
Protestant and Orthodox backgrounds - is
atiracting much interest from Churches
and other organisations. The administ-
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EEP staff Wlodek Misijuk

ration and organisations of nine youth
camps and language courses in different
towns acoss Europe was - notwithstand-
ing the inevitable occasional hiccup - an
impressive achievement. Wlodek Misijuk,
WSCF Eastern Europe Project staff, who

Albcht Ka=  was involved in the coor-
dination of some of the
courses, commented, “We
are allowed to celebrate...
Questions concerning the
process of preparation and
organisation should come
up in the evaluation meet-
ing [in October]l, but we
are still learning. I'm temp-
ted to say that the project
works and fulfils its expec-
tations.”

The ‘teachers’ from Britain (many of
whom bhad no formal teaching qualifica-
tions) generally found the experience
rewarding, both spiritually and culturally.
In some cases the teaching was restricted
to a few hours a day, but in others English
became the ‘living’ language of the camps -
used while washing up, shopping, etc.
Further reports, p.32
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Stewards at the CEC Assemblyin Prague

CEC: the Velvet

Assembly

THE 10TH Assembly of the Conferences of
European Churches (CEC) took place in
early September, in Prague. Over a thou-
sand people - members of youth groups
and delegates from member Churches,
guests and visitors, stewards and staff,
journalists and TV crews, and even a few
Patriarches and Archbishops - gathered for
the event, which is held every 6 or 7 years.
The theme of the event was chosen in
connection with the changes in Europe
since the last Assembly, “God Unites: in
Christ a New Creation”.

There was a strong youth voice, with
aver 108 delegates, observers and stewards
coming from WSCF, EYCE and SYNDES-
MOS.

Assembly report and reflection, p.13

PREPARATIONS ARE speeding up for
next year's large WSCF gathering of young
people from aaoss Europe. The Big E 93
(or Big Event), to be held at Woudschoten,
Netherlands, 3-11 August, will bring
together 300 members of the SCMs for a
festival-conference under the overall
theme, “Many Gifts, One Spirit!” There are
two committees working on the event: the
Thematic Committee, dealing with content,
and the Hosting Commitiee, with practica-
lities. In addition, a full-time coordinator
and fund-raiser, Michiel Dethmers, has
now begun in the Amsterdam office.

The Thematic Committee met in April to
start work on various parts of the Big E's
content, and will meet again in November.
There are many aspects to the theme,
including ecological concerns, North-South
dialogue and developmental justice. It also
links in with the WCC Canberra Assembly
theme, “Come Holy Spirit, Renew the
Whole Creation!” Initial plans are for each
day to have a theme - such as ‘Justice’,
‘Multi-religious Dialogue’, etc. - with an
‘Umbrella’ day at the start and end lo

Big E 93 Takes Off!

open and
round off
the general
theme, Part-
cdpants will
meet in
‘Home-
groups’
throughout
the event,
where they %ﬂ:‘ !
to reflect on
t heir
experiences in a smaller group. The three
official languages of the Big E 93 will be
English, French and Russian.
WSCF-Europe’s Working Groups and
Networks will play a part, with the Pro-
grammatic Working Group and Women’s
Network currently confirmed to contribute,
either with meetings or other input. The
last Big E (Birmingham, 1989) gave the
Region, and particularly Movements from
the East, a big boost, and it the Big E 93, it
is hoped, will do the same.

EGGYS: latest

THE ECUMENICAL Global Gathering of
Youth and Students (EGGYS), the ‘world
youth conference’ due to take place in Sao
Paulo, Brazil, in August next year, is
continuing its lengthy preparatory stages.
The event, of which WSCF is one of six
co-organisers, envislons bringing together
several hundred people for two weeks of
cross-cultural discussion, activity and wor-
ship. Finandal realities, however, led to the
decision at a meeting in Rome (in May) to
scale down the numbers of parficipants by
10%. WSCF now has 63 places, to be
distributed among the Regions. Faint rum-
blings of discontent have been heard from
deep within the European SCMs, over
matters such as the requirement on them,
despite long fund-raising, to pay all the
iravel and accommodation costs of their
delegates.

New Staff Join WSCF

THESE ARE busy times in WSCF-Eurcpe’s
office in Amsterdam. As well as major
building renovations, taking half the sum-
mer, some old staff have moved out and
others have moved on, while new staff
have moved in. Anyocne ringing the office
recently will have noticed a new voice
answering the phone. It belongs to Corrie
van der Ven, the new Administrative
Assistant (AA), who previously worked
for the Netherlands Missionary Council,
editing a theological journal. Corrie cur-
rently works two days a week for WSCF,
and will start to work four days a week in
January. She had a baptism of fire in the
job when she attended (and kept minutes
at) the recent ERC meeting, having to cope
with the usual barrage of arcane language,
obscure projects and folklore that commit-
tees produce. The previous AA, Julius
Duijts, left in June after two years’ sterling
service, to join Siemens Nixdorff in
Munich.

Since the last MOZAIK (1/1992) Becky
Brannan, after 18 months in Amsterdam
nurturing the EELLP, has changed. loca-
tion. She is now based at an office in
Swansea, Wales, from where she coordina-
ted the language courses over the summer
in Eastern Europe and is now preparing
the leadership training next year. Negotia-
tions are still “proceeding’ on the appoint-
ment of a Student Intern to join the
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Amslerdam office, probably coming from
Germany.

As part of the lead-up to the Big E 93, in
August next year, a full-ime coordinator
has been appointed. Michiel Dethmers,
formerly of the LOS (Dutch SCM), started
in early September in the Amsterdam
office, and will concentrate mainly on
fund-raising for the event. He takes the
post under a Government scheme as an
alternative to compulsory military service,
and it will continue to the end of 1993,

At its recent meeting the ERC received
greetings from Julius Duijts in Germany,
and in twn they expressed their gratitude
to him for his work for the Region. Julius
joined the staff of WSCF in 1990, after
involvement as a student through the LOS,
on the board of which he continued to
serve until November last year. As AA he
was responsible for running the office in
Amsterdam, and he was Instrumental in
the reorganisation of the Region's finances
(with Albrecht Kasper, Treasurer) and
communications structures. He was also
involved in the planning and preparation
of a number of events, not least the ERA in
Hirschluch and the Strasbourg Ecology
conference last year. He was well-known
in the National Movements, and on behalf
of the Region MOZAJIK sends good wishes
to Julius for his job and his forthcoming
marriage.
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The Voice of Opposition
in Serbia

AS THE suffering of innocents goes on in
the former Yugoslavia, Serbian students
have been organising against the regime of
Slobodan Milosevic. The following letter
was recently received in WSCF's office in
Amsterdam:

Helsinki Citizens' Assembly
Belgrade

Fax: (+38) 11 636 158

To: WSCF, Amsterdam

Dear Friends,

The siudents of Belgrade University are
completing eight days of strikes. In the mean-
time, they were joined by the studenis from
Novisad, Nis and Kraguejevac, while in Pristina
there was an open fight between those wha
wanted 1o join the student demonslrations and
those militant naticnalists who are supporting
President Milosevic, The students of Serbia
are prolesting not only against Slobodan Mila-
sevic, but also against the politics of war and
hatred. They want Io get ri¢ of Milosavic, bul
they also want a constilutional parliament,
which will call for fres, genuinely democralic
eleclions.

The students of Serbia are on their way 1o
creating a broad movement for peacs, against
chauvinism and narrow-minded ethnic poliics.
They are under lerrible pressure from militant
nationalists and the official media {are] skl
conirolled by Milosavic. They need al the
suppart they can get.

| befive this moverment is, for the first time,
creating a real aliernative to war pelilics and
war logic. If this movement succeeds, it also
has a good chance to stimulate similar anti-
chauvinist, anti-militanst movements in other
republics of the former Yugoslavia and the rest
of the post-communist counkries.

Please inform your public opinion about the
last democralic chance Serbia hasl Please,
send your support [o the siudents and organise
solidarity actions and campaignal

Sonia Licht

Co-chair, Helsinki Cilizens' Aszembly, Bal-
grada

WSCF's Solidarity Coordinator sent the
following message in reply:

WSCF-Europe
Amsterdem
To: Helsinki Cilizens’ Assembly, Belgrade

Dear Friends and Fellow Siudentsl

It is with great joy that we, through your
letter, have discovered the existence and
struggle of Serbian students and citizens. Your
siiving for peaceful solutions lo the on-geing
civil war, and democratic, constitutional future
governing Serbia and the other former Yugos-
fav republics constitutes an avenus of hope far
you in the midst of the euffering, and for us In
lellow European counfries.

We are constantly aware of the risks of
regressing inle nationalistic and anli-democra-
ticlines of thought and action, when confronted
with disintegration of the previous structures o
the region. Furthermore, it seams that former
power structures and individuals are trying Io
remain privieged in conflict with the true
wishes of the people. It is of paramount
imporiance that this development is met with
articulate and prospective counter-actions.

Wa support your struggle, and believe that
you will find elements for further communily-
building within the people of Serbia. We are
also happy to learn that people from the
Orthodox Church have joined the struggle. The
ecumenical dialogue and the inter-faith dia-
logue can be important means of reconcifia-
tion. The European House will be a house of
many fongues, religions and ethnic orgins, and
the dialogue must be confirmed and streng-
thened. And we must bear in mind that, across
all diversity, lirst and lforemost we are fellow
human beings.

Wae will advise our Europaan network of your
situation, and your need for supporl and
publicity, as we fully share your commitment.
Please keep us informed as much as your
resourcas allow.

I greet you all on behalf of WSCF-Europe

Frank Meier Serensen,
Solidarily Coordinator, European Regional
Committee

The Belgrade Branch of the Helsinki
Citizens’ Assembly may be contacted
directly on fax no: (+38) 11 638 158,

New General

Secretary for
British SCM

BRITISH SCM has a new General Secre-
tary from this October. Helen Lidgett,
previously with the Councll of Churches
for Britain and Ireland as Executive Secre-
tary for Education in Mission, takes over
from the Rev Tim McClure, who is leaving
after 10 years in the post. The appointment
of Mrs Lidgett is significant for the Move-
ment, since she is the first woman and the
first lay person to become General Secre-
tary in the Movement's 103 year history.

Mry Lidgett, 48, studied at University
College London, and subsequently had
many years' experience of ecumenical
work in the Churches. Her training in
management will stand her in good stead
for the immediate future in SCM, which is
currently conducting a year-long review of
its structures and work paltterns. “S5CM
has recently re-established itself,” said Mrs
Lidgett, “as a lively and intelligent Chris-
tian presence on the Brilish student scene.
The lime is now right to impress upon the
Churches that a strong SCM is vital to
their future, ecumenically, spiritually and
intellectually.”

Tim McClure, the out-going General
Secretary, is a familiar name and face to
many in WSCF. He joined British SCM in
1982, and under his stewardship, the
Movement grew to a membership of 80 or
so groups, with a regular programme of
12-15 conferences and events each year,
and 10 other staff. A ‘Surprise Farewell
Party’ was held at Selly Oak Colleges,
Birmingham, in early September, where
many of Mr McClure's friends and col-
leagues gathered to mark the end of a
decade in the service of SCM, and to wish
him well in the future. He moves to lead
the Ecumenical Social and Industrial Mis-
sion team in Bristol.

Homes from Home

. Preview of Ethnic Minorities Conference, Budapest

THE CONSEQUENCES of tensions and
bitterness between members of different
ethnic groups are currently being demon-
strated savagely on large and small scales

throughout South-East Europe (see letier,

above ). In North and West Europe too,
more localised incidents of antagonism are
increasing, Given this background, and the
need to continue to analyse the issues
raised by people from ethnic minorities
living in Europe, WSCF-Europe will run a

conference with this theme in Budapest,
23-30 Oclober. -

" Involving “about 40 participants from
SCMs across Europe, mainly members of

6

ethnic minorities in their own countries,
the conference will reflect on what makes
an ethnic identity, and the aspects of
assimilation and integration of a group
into a society. It will also look at the roots
of rejection, both of a majority group, and
of a minority group to assimilate. Tt will
relate the discussion to one of WSCF's
main recent themes: the emergence of a
multi-cultural society in the new Europe.
The preparatory commiltee - consisting
of Andras Vets (Hungarian SCM), Bernard
Treves Brown (British SCM), Paula Sauk-
konen (Regional Secretary), Yannis Zervos
(EXON, Greece), and Tamas Fabiny and
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Zsoltdin Zsirmal, both pastors in the
Hungarian Lutheran Church - met in late
March in Budapest to visit locations (in-
cuding a Lutheran seminary) and make
other arrangements. Three main speakers
at the event, will respectively give accounts
of the situation of the Kurds, the Gypsies,
and Muslims in Western Europe. Partid-
pants will share their own stories and
experiences, and join one of four Working
Groups producing a final report to the
conference on specific issues. The film

. Time of the Gypsies will also be shown.

(A report of the conference will appear
in the next edition of MOZAIK.)



Lead, Kindly Light

Leadership Consultation for SCMs held in Chotebor

THE ANNUAL Consultation for the SCMs’
Staff and Board members took place this
year in early May in Chotebor, near
Prague, and was attended by about 20
people from the SCMs. Participants came
from half the Region’s Nalional Move-
menls, with the usual heavy bias towards
the North-Western SCMs, although travel
subsidies had been offered to participants
from Southemn and Eastern Europe. The
event was generally deemed fruitful, with
the cross-cultural interchanges espedally
illuminating.

The general theme for the meeting was
leadership training, which was developed
by looking at particular topics each day
and exchanging information and
experience on them. Parfidpants - who
were from their SCMs’ staff or boeards, the
ERC and Regional offices - were able to
reflect on differing styles of leadership.

After each SCM had been introduced,
and an account of its leadership pro-
grammes given, participants looked at the

issues of Commitment and Spirituality,
and Professor Hajdzanek of Prague gave
an address: he had been an activist in S5CM
in the 60s before it was closed down. There
were many ‘untraditional” methods used to
explore the issues, rather than the more
cominon (heavy’} lectures and talk, includ-
ing simulatioon games, music and danc-
ing, and, indeed, baking Other issues
addressed were Pastoral Care and Support
- which proved a sensitive subject given
the variety of cultural backgrounds - Stra-
tegy, and Relations to the Churches.

The staff and board consullations have
come to be regarded as very productive
occasions since their inception in 1990. As
well as providing the opportunity for thase
ninning SCMs and WSCF to get to know
each other personally, and fadilitate closer
contact and cooperation between their
Movements, they allow the sharing of
experience, expertise and advice on parti-
cular concerns that face them ail. In the last
couple of years WSCF-Eurcpe has done a

lot of work on lightening up and improv-
ing its structures and resources, especially
regarding finances and communications.
Important parts of this process were the
previous two Consultatons in Woudscho-
ten (NL), 1990, and Bidvres (F), 1991. This
year's theme is part of WSCF's increasing
involvement in leadership training, espe-
dally in the East of the Region. Pre-
parations are already underway for next
year's event, in May 1993, which has the
theme of ‘Ecumenism’ and will be held in
Wales.

Half-way through the Consultation the
participants left Chotebor for a day-trip to
Prague, full of boating and sight-seeing. A
meeling had previcusly been amranged
with the peacenik, playwright and pre-
sident Vaclav Havel, but he cancelled at
the last moment, preferring to meet a State
visitor. Mr Havel, who resigned as pre-
sident a few weeks later, was thus unfor-
tunately unable to share the benefits of
WSCF wisdom on leadership training.

- SYNDESMOS Goes East

Historic Assembly took place in Holy Russia

THE WORLD Fellowship of Orthodox
Youth, SYNDESMOS, held its XIV Assem-
bly recently, in Russia, amid the rapid
reopening of churches and monasteries
with the ending of state suppression of the
Russian Church. The 250 participants came
from as far away as Korea, Chana and
America, for the meeting of the Fellowship,
which is the only international Orthodox
body, and one of WSCF's main partner
organisations. The Assembly elected a new
Executive Committee and set new priori-
ties for the coming three years. The new
theme will be, “Let your Light Shine
before All People”

The Assembly, 1-8 June, was held on a
boat sailing the Volga river. Partidpants
visited local churches and monasteries
along the way, some of which had just
startéd to have services again after 70 years
of communism. They also met local people,
and some ‘missionary’ events were
arranged to explain about the Assembly,
the Fellowship and the tenets of Ortho-
doxy.

The Assembly agreed an ambitious
budget and admitted many new groups.
Officers were also chosen: the new Pre-
sident of SYNDESMOS is Fr. Heikki Hut-
tunen (SF), and the new full-time Secre-
tary-General, based at the Secretariat in
Paris, Alexander Belopopsky (GB). The
commitment of SYNDESMOS to ecumen-
ism and ecumenical activity was confirmed

at the Assembly, and for the first time, an
Executive Committee member, Christos
Christakis (G), was given special responsi-
bility for ecumenical relations. SYNDES-
MOS has in the past few years had joint
consultations with WSCF, met the EYCE,

participants in plenary session. Many in-
formal discussions took place on ecumen-
ism, and one of the Assembly Working
Groups also considered SYNDESMOS's
involvement in ecumenical work, resulting

in a recommendation for further activity.
Whcekek Misijo)

SYNDESMOS members distribute Churchleaflets in Kostroma

and attended inter-secretariat meelings.
And many of ils members are taking part
in the EELLP.

A number of WSCF people attended the
Assembly, including the Chairpersan, Mar-
shal Fernando (Sri Lanka}, who greeted the
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The recent ERC meeting (Tinos, August
1992) alsa discussed WSCF-SYNDESMOS
relations, and considered means of closer
cooperation. The first development may be
a joint consultation on ecumenism.
Assembly report, p.16




ERC: Meeting, Talking, Swimming

THE EUROPEAN Regional Committee as
currently constituted has now had two (or
maybe three) meetings since the ERA in
Hirschluch last year. What role does it
have? It is infended to implement - as far
as possible - recommendations conceming
pogrammes, conferences and Working
Groups, and generally to keep an eye on
how the Region is getting along. The ERC
is the employer of the Regional staff, and
to some degree it is responsible for what
the Region does. It is also an important
link bekween the National Movement and
the Regional levels of WSCF-Europe.

At each meeting the ERC receives reports
from each of the Working Groups, Net-
works and Projects that run in WSCF and
discusses their goals and working
methods, and it is also supposed fo receive
reports from WSCF staff. It sets a budget

for the forthcoming six months, and makes
long term plams about events.
Amaterdam, December 1991

Cur firet meeting ok place one afternoon
directly after the FRA, when we were all
atill slightly shell-shocked by the experi-
ence of being elected to the Commitiee. It
was ' for the purpose of gefting to know
each other a litle, and handing cut a few
immediate treks. One of the privileges/
onerous burdens of being on the ERC is
that occasiomally you are asked to atternd
inler-secretariat meetings, assemblies and
conferences of other organisations, and so
on, o ‘represent WSCF. Some members
went to everds just a few weeks after
Hirschluch, when we were all still trying
o understand what exactly this organisa-
tion we had just joined was. At these
events they had to explain the same thing,

IT IS no easy task to bring
stability te the organised
frenzy that reigns over the
offices of the average hard-
working international ecu-
menical organisation. But
Comrie van der Ven took
up the challenge in
August, when she began
as WSCF-Europe's new
Administrative  Assistant.
Corrie - who, like her pre-
decessor Julius Duijts, is
Dutch - will be responsible
for ensuring the smooth
running of the Amsterdam
office and co-ordinating
many of the Region’s acti-
vities. She is taking over
the role of “stable factor”
in the office; she told
MOZAIK shortly after
starting the appointment.
“My first official werking
day ended up on a terrace
in Athens, with the
Regional Secretary, the
ERC Vice-chairperson and
a bottle of retsina,” she
said. “This was a nice start
for a stable factor.”

Corrie studied Cultural
Anthropology, and then
went on to work for a

mouth-piece for the
churches in South Africa.
“I got impressed by the
South African churches
whose radical thinking and
acting are combined with a
strong faith,”” she said.
“And besides that, they
laugh and dance far more
than the average Dutch

WSCF's new AA:
Corrie van der Ven

Reformed Christian..."”
Later she moved on to the
Netherlands Missionary
Councdil, editing its mission
review quarterly magazine,
from which she comes to
WSCF.

The manifold delights of
international youth activity

Calming the Storm

“As a student 1 was a
member of an ecumenical
student movement which
was not connected with
any international ecumeni-
cal movement, which I am
now beginning to realise is
a bit of a shame,” she said.
It was enjoyable though: "I
spent a lot of time in
discussion with radical
Roman Catholics, pious
Pentecostals, calculating
Calvinists, and normal
Protestants.” (She counts
herself among the latter.)
The first taste of WSCF's
inter-denominationalism
came with the ERC in
August. “After the meeting
in Creece,” she said, "1
realsied that ecumenism is
a bit wider, I learned about
the Orthodox Church, for
example.”

Corrie has recently
moved out of Amsterdam
to live in a small village
just outside the capital cal-
led Warmond. This meant
leaving “one of the most
beautiful citlies in the
world”. "It is,” she said,
“one of the consequences

Christian anli-apartheid  have been made apparent of being married to a pas-
movement which was the  to her only fairly recently. tor..”
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in public.

Four months after the ERA, we congre-
gated in Amsterdam at the WSCF office.
At that ime, we had a skghtly better idea
of what WSCF was. But we were irying to
decide what exactly we, personally, were
doing on the committee, Who were we,
anyway? Did we deserve to be there?

did everyome else seem to nod
krowingly at the menlion of names I had
never heard off What was the EECCS, or
the ECB? What were the Hardanger
Monkhs? Who was Visser van 't Hooft, and
where was he when I needed some helpful
advice? Shouldn't there have been some
sort of exam before you joined the ERC,
just o test that you were knowledgeable
enough to be there?

But the real test was more of a physical
one. There was a large mountain o climb
before the meeting, and it was made up
paper. Or, b be precise, reports. Several
rain-forests seem to have been sacrificed
for the good of WSCF reports, and all of
them had 1o be chewed over before, or if
not, during, the meeting. There was
indigestion all round. 1 realise how impor-
tant these reporis are, and how necessary

| itis to be able to read up about something
| before having to discuss it, but it is still

with some trepidation that 1 pull up my
chair and get out my red pen
Another physical requirement - in
addition to a strong stomach - is samim.
To start with we began working I a fairly
strict programme, with regular breaks and
a finishing time that approached common
sense. Towards the erd though we were
working silly hours, since we had to fit so
much in At half past eleven at night, when
you have been working since half past nine
that mormning, you can think of one or two
things that you would rather be doing than
talking about the WSCF budget. In fact at
that time you do not even want to talk
about WSCF in any way, shape or form.
We had a mlating chairperson at the
meetings (no jokes about spinning Susan-
nas, please): each of us took a turn at
chairing the sessions. The main busiress
o f the meeting comsisted of sefting up
certain parts of WSCF's work So we chose
the members of Working Groups and
Networks, from the people who had
applied o join them, which entailed fong
debates about eandidates’ various qualifi-
calions, and the need to mainkain balances:
regiomal, confessional, gender.

The same process was undergone o find
people for Preparatory Commitiees for
conferences and the Big E 93. It was
difficult to be objective: perlaps, since we
came from different backgrounds and
confessions (Lutheran, Anglican, Greek
Orthodox, Methodist) we would. despite



ourselves, find some sort of balance. How
could we nof?

Other important work cenired on the
programme for the next six months. In
general this was a preparatory, or intro-
ductory, meeting. We were feeling our
way, and making plans.

Tinos, August 1992
Six months later, things had changed. The
ERC had achieved something. Working
Groups were working, Networks were
retworking and magazines were being
read.

We met on a small island in the Aegean
Sea. (Where else?) Tinos is the ‘most
religious’ place in Greece, with many
thousands of people making pilgrammage
to the Church, offen in penmance or
gratilude, A few days before we arrived
was the Feast of the Assumption, and
when our host, Andreas Agryopoulis, was
ehowing us around the Church there were
still some pilgrime there.

Such a lot secemed to have happered
since the last meeting, we seemed to have
come po far, that in general the ERC
bounced with confidence. People felt far
more confident of their position, having
done something to ‘justify’ themselves in
it We had all represented WSCF at
meetings, or organised evends and confer-
ences. It cannot be over-stated how much
it helps to foster a feeling of responisbility
and being involved at the top level, to go
to a conference and represent the ERC or
WSCF.

This time it did not matter that Visser van
‘t Hooft was not present. (In fact, it
transpired that he had died shortly before
the first meeting.) This time, no-one even
mentioned the EECLPBDTPQR. All that
counted was what we had been doing in
WSCF and what we were planning to do.

That, and the occasional trip to the beach.
We skiyed fogether and talked together,
ate together and drank together, and swam
together. The feeling that developed was
that of a group of friends with a common
purpose, all mutually supportive. It is hard
to break up a group of friends, and the
moments when we have fo depart for
separate parts of Europe are gefting
horder. Eventually we will find it foo
difficult and will buy a house where we
can all live forever,

The issues we discussed concerned
WSCF's relations with other organisations,
plars for the Big E, the tighter budget,
regional differences in meeting styles, as
well as the usual reports.

We had a new Administrative Assistant
taking the mirutes, a new Solidarity
Coordinator taking the floor and the
Vice-chairperson at his first meeting of thia
sesgion {who sang operatic ardas in the
shower).

Grace and Power, eh?

MICHAEL FEAKES
Publications Coordimator, ERC

Our Man in Denmark

MOZAIK asked WSCF-Europe’s new(ish) Soldarity
Coordinator to come over and say Hi

“I HAVE been asked to talk about myself
for a few lines, so I am forced to neglect
my inherent modesty and let the super-
latives flow in a gentle stream. [ am male,
still in my mid-twenties, 185 cm., | have a
pulse rate at rest of 65 and am a party-
smoker. (Which means I smoke quite a
bit). At the moment, I am studying psy-
chology at the University of Aarhus, but I
have been around a bit in academic fields
(This gives me a rather privileged position
when playing Trivial Pursuit).

Apart from the mere technicalities, I
have been involved in ecumenical student
work at local and national level for some
years. Having my first ecumenical
experiences from the Student Congrega-
tion of Aarhus, which Coundl I have been
chairing for some years, my starting point
is the worship and in broader sense the
church. Years ago, I probably wouldn’t
have been allowed to admit this without
being accused of fierce conservatism, But
today, this relation provides me with the
experience of the minority - which is
probably one of the most central Christian
and human positions of existence, There is
no doubt to my mind that over the next
few decades the Churches of Europe will
need to be led in this way ef humiliation
and marginalization, in order to know its
task, its identity: for whom it was sent in
the first place.

My international experiences include
some Nordic events and projects. But to a
Northerner, the North isn't that inter-
national. It's really just a couple of blocks
away where they speak a little weird. My
first real WSCF task was as Danish dele-
gate to the Paris General Assembly 1990.
And from there, things have been develop-
ing towards greater involvement. To quote
Feakes (1992): The rest, as they say, is not

particularly interesting.

My present position on the European
Regional Committee is as Solidarity Coor-
dinator, and | will end up by making some
short remarks on this work. First of all, I
regard every member of our world-wide
fellowship to be a “cell of solidarity”
within the global body of the Movement
and of the Church. That is, solidarity with
the weaker is and should be a component
of all our fields of work. This, however,
implies, that solidarity is not “done” by
appointing a coordinator working in isola-
tion - rather this appointment should be
integrated into the on-going projects of the
Eurapean Region. One of my main tasks,
in concrete terms, will thus be to support
the Latin Project in preparing the Portugal
Conference on the “500 vears”. Another
line of development, which may ptrove to
be prosperous, is the KAIROS-Europe. In
this regard, I have just met Ulrich Duch-
row. | can't help being impressed by
activists who still, in 1992, dare to be
charismatic, when everybody else out
there calls for defeatism.

Another task, which the ERC has put on
my tiny desk, is to initiate a process of
listening to the other Regions of WSCF.
That is, to open ourselves as Europeans to
the signs and signals of the rest of the
world, rather than to ‘cutspeak’ them, as
we have been doing down through his-
tary. Perhaps at a later stage, the MOZAIK
reader will have the opportunity herself to
engage in this process.

As goes for the rest of the ERC mempbers,
the Big E is on the top of the agenda for
1893. One of my responsibilities will be to
remind us all of the larger project Europe
is placed within, even when we gather as
Europeans. We are all invited to God’s
Feast. That's what solidarity is all about.”
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ERC, National Movements

‘E’ is for
Everything

Meet the new WSCF
staff member with

responsibility for the
Big E 93

“My name is Michiel Dethmers. For the
last 7 years 1 have studied Computer
Science in Enschede in the Netherlands,
and during my studies [ was involved in
the local SCM for about 5 years. I started
as an editor for the local newspaper, and,
since in Enschede anyone who is a litile
bit active is asked to do more, T was also a
member of the local student council very
soon after this. Some years later [ was a
member of the local board and at the same
time delegate to the national council of the
SCM. The following year 1 was Chairper-
son in Enschede, but still involved in the
national coundil.

I became enthusiastic about the whole

ecumenical movement especially after 1
had gone to some international con-
ferences via WSCF. Sometimes it is hard to
keep up the struggle for justice you feel
commilted to, but feeling a bond ta others
in the world who are also struggling for
the same goals gives the inspiration to go
on. Therefore I joined the group of Dutch
students who had started to organise the |
Big E 93 as a hosting committee, after the
ERA had decided it should take place. The
Big E will give a lot of students the
opportunity to have these very same
experiences, and to share them with oth-
ers.
After finishing my studies I still had to
do national service (in the Netherlands we
have a compulsory army), 'm very glad
that 've now got the job as a ‘avil
servant’ at the WSCF office, because this
way [ can stay involved in organising the
Big E.

Anyone goes to Amsterdam will fall in
love with it. So T am trying very hard to
find a room in Amsterdam, but this is
extremely difficult. In the meantime 1 live
in the same house as the AA, Corrie, in
Warmond, so as she says we have a sort
of Living Together Apart relationship. The
atmosphere in the office is very pleasant,
so T think we will manage living together
as much as this.""

SCM of the Netherlands

AMSTERDAM-LOS started the year 1992/
93 with many new and great plans. We
| have never had. a lack of britliant ideas and
at the moment we even seem to find the
 people to work on them.

At the national LOS Council meeting in
September we decided to start a Working
Group on education, Students seem to be
trained for a profession nowadays, and not
to be respansible thinking human beings.
In some student chaplaindes students and
chaplains have started to raise questions
about this, and now we will try to work on
it at a national level. For this project we
will cooperate with the Dutch student
unions.

The second larger project is the Ascen-
sion Day Conference. Last Spring the
theme of this conference was “God or
Goid”, about 500 years’ discovery of the
Americas. The conference was attended by
60 people, some of them foreign students
living in the Netherlands. We feel that the
conference was a great success. The theme
for the mext conference will be inter-
religious dialogue: surely not an easy
subject, but challenging!

The third activity we are organising is a
day about psalms for the choirs of local
chaplaincies, in October. During this day
we will sing psalms from the classical
traditions (Schiitz), the Jewish tradition
and modern versions.

Last but not least, in March we are
organising a Women's Day. Local cha-
plaincies used to have active women's

| Netherlands

Landelijk Overleg Studentengemeenten
National Council of Student Chaplaincies

groups, but many of them have stopped
their activities or are looking for new
jssues. With this Women's Day we are
trying to reactivate them.

And of course, we are very busy prepar-
ing the Big E 93.

But then organising adivities is not the
only thing we do. Our mein goal is to
support and help students who are active
on 2 local level, and to be a council for
them. In this field we organise a course for
local Board members and for publicty
groups, and have regular meetings with a
representatives of all local student cha-
plaincies. We serve more and more these
days as a link between national church
organisations and agendes and local cha-
plaincies.

At the September meeting we also elec-
ted a new Board. Marlan Stuiver left it
because she wan't be in the Netherlands
this year. René de Vries, our former
Chairperson and Treasurer, also left the
Board after a very long career in Dutch
SCM. When he left he was praised for
building the Movement, but he modestly
said we should not over-estimate his role.
We found a new Treasurer, Erica Euving.
The other members, Marian Hanrath, Mar-
ten Venema (in Brazil at the moment) and
Michiel Dethmers (who has just started to
work for WSCF) are still in place. At the
moment, the whole board is involved in
the preparation for the Big E 93,

JAN JAAP VAN OOSTERZEE

SCM of Great Britain

BIRMINGHAM-So, what's British SCM up
to these days, then? Well, it's a time of
change for us: there has been a big change
of staff, with many moving on from SCM
and new people taking over, and we are
conducting a review of our whole structure
and way of working, to find a way or
responding to changes in Higher Educa-
tion (and our income).

For as long as anyone can remember
(and then some) the General Secretary of
SCM has been Tim McClure, who is
sometimes said to have led the Movement
out of the Wildemness, and under whom it
has grown in size and purpose to what it is
today. He has now left the post, and his
successor, Helen Lidgett, is the first lay-
persan and first woman to be appointed to

the job for 108 years (1) Helen's is one of
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five new appointments to the SCM staff
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|| Great Britain

that were made over the summer. The new
Secretary for Northern England is Nat
Taplin, who takes up residence in the
Manchester office; the new Co-Secretary
for Southern England, in the London
office, is Anma Crouch; and the new
Publications and Resources Secretary, and
editor of our rather good magazine Move-
ment, is Michael Feakes, based in the
Birmingham office. The new Scottish SCM
Secretary is Shaji Thomas, who joins the
staff directly from Indian SCM, and whose
appoeintment is therefore a new and exdil-
ing departure for us.

So, those are all the new staff. We have
also appointed a new WSCF Coordinator
(a Contact Person for WSCF business in
Britain) - the Secretary for Welsh SCM,
Wayne Crocker. His job is to ensure that
WSCF is well publicised in Britain, and



News/ National Movements

coordinate our dealings with the Fede-
ralion.

The long-term changes in Higher Educa-
tion taking place around Europe - nowhere
less so than here - are causing us to look at
our role, and even our ‘mission to stu-
dents’, to see whether they should be
updated. Courses - already short here - are
being reduced in length, numbers are
increasing (bringing students from wider
age-ranges and backgrounds) and funding
is being reduced. What does all this mean
for SCM? We have set up a Working Party
that will be considering the question. Over
the year it will be take various consul-
tations, and will report with recommenda-
tions next March.

In April we held one of the most
successful ‘Congresses” for years, with 100
or so people discussing ‘Science, Ethics and
the Christian Faith® at Heriot-Watt
University, Edinburgh. Tt is not a subject
on which people generally have an auto-
matic ‘position’, and this probably led to
many finding it both a refreshing change
for SCM, and a real opportunity to learn.
Most people came expecting more than
endless arguments about Creation, and
although it was easy to start with the idea
that ‘Christianity’ and ‘Scdence’ describe
the same world in different (not opposing)
ways, for some one of the most worthwhile
parts of the event was the inter-change
between science-based students and arts
students.

For a time Stephen Hawking's Brief
Histgry of Time was the trendiest book to
have on the coffee-table (then on the
top-shelf, then in the attic), and although it
is unlikely that Richard Dawkins' The
Blind Walch-maker and The Selfish Gene
will follow it into the public consdousness,
there does appear to be a definite percep-
ion that science is no longer just for
people wearing white coats. Dawkins is
better known in Britain for regularly ques-
tioning, in public, the existence of God,
and so i5 obviously something of a mentor
for some in SCM. His (other) theories came
up for discussion at Congress, along with
various vaguish scientific concerns, such as
quanium mechanics, medical ethics and
‘alternative medicine’. Many seminars on
these topics were conducted by students
themselves, which contributed to the
general “can-do” atmosphere. As well as
being a Magical Mystery Tour of Science-
World, the matter of the nefarious pur-
poses to which scientific knowledge can be
put was also touched upon. No-one
actually said, “Anyone studying nuclear
Physics, leave the room immediately!”, but
the distinction between knowledge and
practice, or research and use, was not
easily appredated by some.

Next year's Congress, ‘Human Rites’,
will deal with modern interpretations of
rites of passage, and will be held in Wales
in April. Various conferences have been
planned for this coming term. Scottish
SCM will have three Third World-speak-

ers, giving ‘Stories from the South’; North-
ern England 1ooks at notions of priesthood;
Welsh S5CM’s theme is ‘Columbus 500;
and Central and Southern England will
have a joint conference dealing with the
morality of the media.

Although Britain has returned once again
to sit glumly on the substitutes” bench of
the European Community, here in S5CM we
are being outward-looking and posltive,

and our involvement in the work of
WSCF-Europe {9 increasing. For instance,
the next Staff and Board Consultation is to
be held here. It does sometimes seem as if
we are swimming against the tde: as
everyone knows, Britain is not ‘part of
Europe’. It used to be, but that was before
the last Ice Age,

MICHAEL FEAKES

‘Sweden

KRISS
SCM of Sweden

UPPSALA-This Spring the Swedish SCM
had a very international touch, with visit-
ors from both South Africa and Israel/
Palestine. It was valuable to us to be able
to meet students from these countries. The
two Palestiinian women were students
from the University of Bir-Seit, on the
West Bank, and from the University of
Haifa. For a week visited our local groups
in Stockholm, Gateborg and Uppsala. They
told us about the situation of being Chris-
tian Palestinians and how both women
and Palestinians are counteracted at the
University of Haifa.

We also arranged a weekend conference
on ‘theology in Palestine’. Reverend Naem
Ateek from the Anglican Church in Jerusa-
lem was one of the guests and he told us
about Palestinian liberation theology.
Other lectures presented the eschatology
of the Christian pietism and it's view on
Israel as a state,

Kristna Studentrérelsen i Sverige

For almost a month two students from
FEDSAC were our guests. Two of the
South African Student Christian Move-
ments, ACS (African Confederation of Stu-
dents) and SUCA (Student Union for
Christian Action) are now united in an
umbrella  organization called FEDSAC,
Dawnat and Vernon covered a major part
of Sweden and had a hard lime working
with information service in various SCM
groups, student wunions, schools and
churches, Before our South African friends
left behind the snow in Sweden the first
plans were made for further exchanges. In
August KRISS, together with many other
Christian organisations, was one of the
organisers of a JPIC meeting in Lund in the
South of Sweden. During four days maybe
1000 people took part in workshops, semi-
nars and services.

JOHANWIKSTROM

Denmark

Kirketjenesten i Danmark
SCM of Denmark

ARHUS-Danish SCM has in general too
little emphasis on activities at national
level, Various local groups work rather
isolated from each other, This doesn’t
mean that they do not develop their
themes and concerns in dynamic ways; it's
just not that coordinated. Thematically,
groups have been working on solidarity,
Europe and the Third World, ecology &
development. However, a few events force
us together. Every Winter we have our
Roskilde-meeting {which is by the way
held in Roskilde), and last lime we had
contributions from the Swedish theologian
Per Frostin, who was simply fascinating,
Unfortunately, he died of cancer this
Summer, but the work he initiated -
including a Nordic Institute of Contextual
Theology - lingers on. Danske Kirkedage -
Danish Church Day - held this Summer, is
another major event, in which Kirketjenes-
ten participate. Also this Summer, Den-
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mark hosted the Nordie Summer Meeling
(see report elsewhere ), so we have been
quite busy. (Our Movement hes, along
with other European Movements, adopted
the dogma: If one person can do the work,
who needs cooperation?)

Jn personal terms the Danish Movement
is privileged to have the friendship of
Anna Maria Aagaard, at present one of
eight president of WCC and Peter Lodberg,
member of WCC Executive Committee -
friendships, which allow us with inter-
national inspiration from time to time. In
organizational terms, we work closely with
a range of ecumenical bodies, including the
Danish Ecumenical Council, local ecumeni-
cal centres, Danlsh EYCE etc. Still to be
explored are possibilities of cooperating
with popular secular movements - which
will become increasingly important.

FRANKMEIER SGRENSEN
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Contexts/

THE ASYLUM poticy of the various Euro-
pean governments stands at the centre,of
the current public debate going on in this
continent. In the now united Germany, it
seems to be hottest issue of the moment.
Slogans like “Foreigners out!” versus “No
expulsion of refugees!” decorate almost
every street in the main German cities and
are indicative of the controversy surround-
ing the issue. Thus there was every reason
for the central organisation of the (East)
German ESG to devote its annual inter-
national autumn conference to "The
Europe of the Future in the Century of the
Refugees”.

Some 25 participants representing seven
different countries had come to Berlin to
learn about and discuss the following
sub-topics: the reasons for people to leave

WSCF/ESG Berlin Refugees Conference

A joint WSCF/ESG Conference last
December had the theme: “The Europe
of the Future in the Century of
Refugees”. Jos Kofijberg looks at the
issues surrounding the question

and has thus caused many people to leave
their pative region. What is needed is a
system of prevention, rather than cure,

such as the mew UN ‘early warning
sysytem’. They aim to detect as soon as
possible if and where the conditions arise
that will cause people to flee. It appears to

many Europeans. There Is a psychological
mechanism which means that people do
not put the reason - and thus the solution -
for this uncertainty with themselves, but
with others, with foreigners. The govern-
ment should use this insight and lry to
reduce the existential uncertainty of the

Refugees and the
Future of Europe€

their country, the legal constraints regard-
ing immigration in Europe, the tension
between segregation and assimilation, and
the way we approach foreigners ourselves.
Causes of the refugee problem
As the first guest speaker, Mr. Robin
Schneider of the Berlin Institute for Com-
parative Social Research gave a very infor-
mative introduction on the refugee issue.
The 1951 UN Refugee Convention defines
a refugee as a person who, as a result of 2
well-founded fear of persecution because
of his race, religion, nationality, his mem-
bership of a certain social group, or his
political opinion, finds himself outside the
country of which he possesses the nationa-
Lity. As a social anthropologist, however,
Mr Schneider adopted a less restrictive
view towards the term ‘refugee’. In addi-
tion to human rights violations, the main
reasons for people to take to flight have
been bad economic prospects, environmen-
tal degradation, and wars.

Since 1943, most wars have taken place
in the so-called Third World. It is also
there that the largest numbers of refugees
can be found. According to Mr Schneider,
the most fundamental cause of these wars
is the present system of nation-states, This
system has forced the indigenous people of
Asia and Africa to live together within
artificially created boundaries. They have
been subjected to the authority of a state
which is usually dominated by a particular
ethnic or religious gzoup. The non-recogni-
tion of this dominance by other groups has
already given rise to many 2 bloody war,
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be a very welcome document as it is based
on preveniion; legal instruments such as
the refugee convention are concerned with
people that have already fled.
Europeen hospitality?

What about Europe? How hospitable are
we pis-3-vis refugees? Since World War 1I,
Europe has developed from an emigration
towards an immigration continent. But are
we really ‘overflown’ by ‘enormous num-
bers’ of refugees, as the exlreme and also
the not-so-extreme Right want us to
believe? In 1990, the FRG hosted some
150,000 refugees; by contrast, a Third
World country like Pakistan had more than
3 million refugees within its borders!
Though I do not intend to deny the recent
growth in the number of people seeking
asylum in the EC, these figures indicate
that the situation in Europe is not as
dramatic as many newspapers and politi-
cians pretend. Yet, why are Europeans so
unwilling to admit more foreigners into
their countries?

In her lecture, psychologist Mrs. Ute
Osterkamp of the Free University in Berlin
strongly rejected the idea that hostility
towards foreigners is a patural, innate
charcteristic of German/European people.
She reproached the main political parties
for fostering this idea. By restraining
admission and locking refugees up in
asylum centres, politicians are rewarding
the violent anti-refugee activities of the
neo-nazis, According to Mrs. Osterkamp,
however, the real cause of the hositility is
the existential uncertainty confronting
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citizens. If hostility against foreigners is to
be climinated, it will be more fruitful to
create jobs than to create tightly dosed
asylum centres, Mrs. Osterkamp explained.
Exchanging thoughts end experiences
In addition to lectures and discussions, the
conference also included a thematic tour
through Berlin, We visited the Technical
Universily, where volunteers provided
refuge to a group of fifty foreigners who
had been mistreated by neo-nazis in the
town of Hoyerswerda. In Kreuzberg, a
Berlin district where one third of the
population has a Turkish background, a
visit was paid to a multi-cultural café for
refugees. We also attended a solidarity
party in a centre Tun by Turkish im-
migrants. There we had a chance to make
contact with refugees themselves. This
experience was not only very instructive,
everybody really enjoyed it as welll

The ‘refugee problem’ appears to be
quite encompassing and complex; three
days of conferring are far too short to
obtain a thorough insight. And yet, in
addition to the luxury of having spent
several days together in 2 remarkably good
atmosphere, the conference has at least
provided us with a greater awareness of
the importance of the issue and the ques-
tions raised; for it is on the answers (o
these questions that the face of the Europe
of the 21st Century will largely depend.

JOS KOFIJBERG
LOS
5CM of the Netherlands



Contexts/ CEC 10th Assembly

Whose Borders
Anyway?

Ruth Harvey reflects
on her experiences as
at the recent
Assembly of the
Council of European

Churches in Prague

THE QLD Town Square in Prague is well
known for buskers, a statue of Jan Huss,
and magnificent architecfure. On the even-
ing of September 2nd this year, to mark
the beginning of the 10th Assembly of the
Conference of European Churches (CEC),
there were buskers of a different sort. A
choir of 300 Czech and Slovak musicians
agsembled on the steps of the statue to sing
folk songs from their respective countries.
As the crowds assembled for the Opening
Worship, cards were handed out to each
participant by younger members of the
Assembly. These cards contained on them
a quotation from Genesis outlining the
Babel story, and a message of hope for
Europa. During the worship, each partici-
pant was to add their own message of
hope, then exchange cards with neighbours
whom they had not yet met. Many ended
up with a card which had three different
languages on it, none of which they
understood. Yet the point of the act was to
underline our common faith and hope
rather than our uncommon languages. A
living example of the theme of the Assem-
bly “God Unites: In Christ a New Crea-
tion".

The Opening Worship acted as a symbol
for the new Europe of blurred borders,
where territory and natienhood is con-
tinually being realigned. In the Old Town
Square of Prague not only were there no
tanks; there was no cordon distinguishing
worshippers from onlookers. No sign
which said worship begins here, observers
please stand back. And so the neighing of
the horses from the towrist chariots pro-
vided a radical interjection; the jazz band
playing vociferously in the background
was part of the praise; the puzzled tourists
received running commentaries from
stowards; old ladies from Prague rubbed
shoulders with the Patriarchs; and anyone
who got bored could slouch off to a cafe,

Here was where the secular met the sacred,
antl no mistake. '
The Assembly

S50 what was going on in Prague this
September? Every 6 or 7 years, the Con-
ference of Europecan Churches (CEC),
which is a body of all the main Reformed,
Protestant and Orthodox churches in
Europe (there is close cooperation with the
Catholic church, but no jeint membership
yet), meets to review it’s work over the
period since the last Assembly, and to set
goals and policies for the work of the
churches and of the secretariat (13 staff
based in Geneva) over the period until the
next Assembly.

In Prague this year, where the Assembly
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find no unity, trust or love, God has made
a startling offer of unity in the sacrifice of
His son The role model and challenge
come in the same package. We are to
overcome our differences, struggle to find
what binds us together, and let go of the
past in order to receive the new union in
Christ. The Assembly was a manifestation
of that struggle. “God Unites: In Christ a
New Creation”.

And so there were working groups,
hearings, plenaries, discussion groups,
worship and meals together, ceilidhs (the
Scots organised three of them!), and coffee
bars, trips to the town centre, irips to
outlying congregations, visits from political
and ecclesial noteries (the Archbishop of
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The CEC AssemblyHall

took place for the first Hme in a former
eastern bloc country, 300 delegales, and up
to 700 members of the Press, visitors,
observers, staff, delegated representatives
and local church members, along with 80
stewards and 20 members of a youth
monitoring group met, It was quite an
event.

The theme had been chosen in view of
the changes in Europe. Where humans can
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Canterbury flew in and out again), and,
eventually, piles of papers including some
quite radical Statements on racism, xeno-
phobia, interfaith dialogue and poverty.
Youth and Steward Programme

My role as coopted staff working with the
youth delegates and stewards meant that [
did not have the opportunity to engage in
the detail of the big debate. 1 did witness
though the growing together of a group of
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Contexts/

Youth Greetings to the
CEC 10th Assembly

Greetings to you on behalf of the youth at
this Assembly. We greet you as a com-
munity of young people who have been
living, working and worshipping together
for 10 days. We greet you from all parts of
Europe and beyond. From iceland in the
north to Malta in the south; from ireland in
the west to Turkey in the east and from
Kenya, Nigena, Australia and the United
Sates of America, We gresl you as
members of the main Christian denomina-
tions: Orthedox, Roman Catholic and Pro-
testant. We greel you 88 members of the
World Student Christian Federation, the
Ecumenical Youth Coundil in Europe,
SYNDESMOS, the youth and student
organisations which have bean working
with the CEC over the last 2 years fo plan
the youth and steward operation of this
Assembly,

Young people have been at the heart of
many of the dramatic events which have
swept through Europe in the last three
years.

Young pecple continue lo find them-
selves on the frontiine of war, poverty,
unemployment, recession, drug addiction
and prostitution.

It is part of our vision that before you
leave here you will commit yourselves 1o
four things:

1. to the promotion of youth participation in
all gatherings of your churches;

2 to the continued integration of the gifts
of youth and age within your churches,
including the empowerment of youth and

the implementation of youth training

schemes:

3, to awareness raising of the issues and
concerns of young people in Europe today:
jor example youth in confiict situations,
unemployment, AlIDS, drug addiction, lone-
liness, prostitution, poverty;

4. 1o meeting and talking with at Ipast three
young people at this Assembly.

It is olten said that youth are the future
of the church. We would like to correct this
partial truth and claim that youth are the
present of the Church. We look forward to
working togather with you to make this a
living reatity in our churches today.

young Europegn Christians from as far
apart as lceland, Ireland, Turkey and
* Malta; and the sharing of Insights and
visions from beyond the many divisions
and borders that disunite Europe.

For three days before the Assembly
began, 80 stewards and 10 youth delegates
met to prepare for the Assembly. At a
gathering such as this it is almost impos-
sible to find any young people whe have
previous experience to go on: the young
folk with us in Prague would have had an
average age of 14 at the ]ast Assembly. So
we went through a process of geiting to
knaw each other and of introducing our-
selves to the procedure of the Assembly as
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- Nigerian

| the south of the Maltese.

| national pride and religi-

well as to the issues and debates that were
on the agenda.

The Youth and Steward Orientation Pro-
gramme (YSOP) had been jointly coordina-
ted by the Ecumenical Youth Coundl in
Europe (EYCE), WSCF Europe, SYNDES-
MOS (the Orthodox Youth Fellowship) and
CEC. The two year process leading up to
the YSOP had been a venture in building
trust and cooperation between the organi-
sations as well as using talents and
experiences fo provide the best possible
training for youth and
stewards at the Assembly.

The timetable for the
YSOP included community
building exercises: and so
we created a map of
Europe on the floor with
each person standing
where their country was. A
woman from Transylvania
was locked between the
Romanians and the
Hungarians. The Estondans
proudly showed off their
new currency as they took
their place across the sea
from Finland. The Czechs
and Slovaks built a tenta-
tive line between their two
states. The Turk expressed
his anguish at being 2
Greek in a country divided
by Islam and Christianity.
Three Kenyans and one
studying in
Prague took their place to

More blurred borders
appeared as we realised
that boundaries do mot
constitute identity; that

ous allegiance can often
clash. The plight of Bos-
nians, Serbs, Croats and Muslims was in
our minds and our prayers.

One young woman from Moscow,
expressing her hopes for the Assembly,
said that she had come with no
experiences to share, she oniy wanted to
receive from western experience. In B
Europe which promotes the capitallst,
monetarist cause as the only viable option
this view is not hard to understand. Yet so
difficult to accept when we begin to
explore the riches of her culture, her
tradition, her history, her experience. What
value do we place these days on eastern
philosophy and history? Joint WSCF/
EYCE projects such as the Language and
Leadership Training Project must tackle
this fallacy that western styles of leader-
ship are the only way forward.

As with any such event, it was the
relationships and the discussions in the
small bistros, at the ceilidhs, during the
trips to the city that will create the lasting
memories.

What the youth programme aimed to do
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CEC 10th Assembly

was to highlight the issues that are of
concern to young people. We did this by
giving a flve minute greeting to the
Assembly (see panel). We did this by
planning a Youth Hearing which used
drama, scng and breathing exercises to
chare with delegates the issues of concern
to us. We did this by supporting an EYCE
initiative to have a Monltoring Group of 20
young people who sat in plenaries and
discussions, then ran a self-funded coffee
bar to share views and opinions with

Ruth Harvey at the Assembly

delegates.
Biurring Bordera?

1 mentioned that blurred borders was a
second theme at the Assembly. At the
beginning of the Assembly it was dear
which stewards had come from within
which youth or student network. By the
end the EYCE/WSCF/SYNDESMOS labels
had diminished and a deeper unity had
been established. At the beginning we had
been 100 young people awaiting the arrival
of the “grownups”. By the end we had
made friends across age boundaries. Dur-
ing an EYCE executlve meeting which took
place while we were in Prague there was a
discussion about the inclusion of a map of
Europe in the next EYCE handbook. It
became clear that no map, except for one
showing only the boundary of Europe
itself, would be adequate to describe the
everevolving situation. There will be no
map in the next handbook, At the moment
there are too many unknown factors in
Europe’s borders.

Continued on p33




Contexts/ Nordic Summer Meeting

This year it was
Denmark’s turn to-host
the Nordic Summer
Meeting, with the theme,
““The Good Life”. It was
the usual mix of art, beer
and eco-philosophy,
reports Frank Meier

Sprensen’

Life: Could Do

FROM THE 1st to the 8th of August, 1992,
Denmark hosted the notorious Nordic
Summer Meeting, with participants from
Norway, Sweden, Suomi-Finiand and Den-
mark. Furthermore, we were honoured by
the presence of a Greek guest, Stelios, who
was quite a gain for us first and foremost
by his warm, social way of being, but also
for the international perspective, we have
been trying to bring the meeling into.

Themalically speaking, we covered a
range of issues. One of our own WSCF
members, student of theology Ellen
Aagaard Rasmussen, gave us a very dedi-
cated input on Spirituality. An input,
which provided the theological and phiio-
sophical frame for the conference as a
whole. It is of great importance that our
interest in questions like ecology, economy
and peace origins in an articulated reflec-
tion on the basis - a basis which in this
case is the Christian faith.

We also met a Norwegian so-called
eco-philosopher, Sigmund Kvaloey Sae-
teringen, who provided a glimpse of a
different approach to these questions. The
input had a basis in Far-Eastern religious
and philosophical thinking, but was
applied in a rural Norwegian context, It
had a controversial form as well as sub-
stance which started an intense debate on
the cenflict between western industrial

Better?

way of life and the true needs of humanity.

Later we met the former Chairperson
and MP of the Danish Communist Party,
Ole Sohn, now a socialist. He also formula-
ted a citique of the Western European
way of life, with its emphasis on growth
and consumption. However, his views
today were more flexible and less categori-
cal than a few years ago. [t was inleresting
to meet a person who himself had been
changed and challenged by the course of
history, especially the late 80's.

As the last input, Christlan Kelm-Han-
sen, former MP for the Danish Sodal
Democrals, and ex-President of the Danish
Governmental Aid Programme, shared
with us his 50 years of involvement in
international developmental work. His
major point was the observation that the
rationale for development and aid is shift-
ing now from a humanistic/Christian basis
to a security-political basis. And the vari-
ous possibilities and pitfalls this might
create.

Apart from the strictly academic inputs,
Anne Marit Waade from our own Move-
ment provided the participants with the
chance to work creatively on the theme, an
option which was very popular. The abso-
lute climax occurred on the last night,
when a dadaistic (even this is debatablel)
and very impressive multi-art installation
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was launched.

The sodal component is of course essen-
tial to the general success, but provided
with suffident food, beer and Danish
summer, this worked out rather automati-
cally. And perhaps even a number of more
permanent duadic links were grounded at
this occasion. Some links, however, might
do with some further elaborations at next
year's stand in for the Summer Meeting:
BIG E 93 in the Netherlands.

In sum, T would not hesitate to say that
the conference in no way disappolnted
expectations. As mentioned above, the
Greek participation especially made us
aware of the dangers of falling into a
Nordic isolationism, an isolationism
towards Europe, but also towards a more
global consciousness. Hopefully, future
Nordic Summer Meetings will develop
towards even more openness and hospita-
lity across not only Nordic borderlines.
And hopefully, future Summer Meetings
will pay even more attention to the ques-
tion found on the international, ecumenical
agenda. An agenda containing sufferings
and hopes, both of which sometimes tend
to be under-estimated in our good, Nordic

life...

FRANKMEIER SORENSEN
Kirkentjenesten i Danmark
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Contexis/ SYNDESMOS Assembly

SYNDESMOS held its XIV Assembly in Russia, the land of new

freedoms for both tradi

tional and modern Churches. In a time

of growth for the organisation (with membership doubling in

recent years), there ar

e many challenges ahead.

Michael Feakes was there

Russian Days

and

Moscow Nights

FOR A few days in early June there was a
large cruise ship chugging up the River
Volga, north of Moscow, into the the heart
of Russia. On board were young Orthodox
from around the world, gathered for the
triennial Assembly of SYNDESMOS, the
World Fellowship of Orthodox Youth. The

innovative choice of conference venue
allowed participants to visit several impor-
tant towns along the river, and see their
newly-opened Churches. Just a few
months before, this sort of meeting would
have been impossible in Russia, and the
historic nature of the occasion was felt by
all who there.

1 was there to represent WSCF, and also
attending were Susanna Argyri, Chairper-
con of the ERC, and another WSCF face,
Marshal Fernando, the Chairperson of the
whole Federation. For me it was one of
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those ‘total immersion’ experiences, where
for a time you see, hear and fthink of
nothing but the new, exciting and com-
pletely different people and environment
around you. The week seemed like a
month, and | came back with the feeling
that several more of the many kingdoms of

the world had been shown to me (if you
get my meaning). I discovered, as a
Protestant, more of what it means to be
Orthodox, and some others there found
out more about ecumenism. It was a
dazzling, spell-binding and horizon-broa-
dening experience. In fact, it was several
experiences.
The Assembly Experlence

There were 250 people at the Assembly,
which is the SYNDESMOS equivalent of
WSCF's General Assembly, and elects offi-
cers, decides overall themes, etc. Partid-
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pants came from far and wide: they were
mainly from Russia and Greece - the
centres of Orthodoxy - and other parts of
Fast Europe, and there were descendents
of Russian and Greek immigrants from the
Unitedd States, France and Britain; there
were numerous delegates from the Ortho-
dox communities of the Middle East, and
some from India; and there were also
converts from places not ltraditionally
Orthodox, eg. West Africa, Korea, Swilzer-
land and the Netherlands.

One important difference from WSCF
events is the obvious involvement of
clergy: there were five bishops, and at least
30 other priests. This i$ not a surprise,
given the looser definition of ‘youth’ in
SYNDESMOS, and that the organisation
sees itself (as does any Orthodox group) as
part of ‘the Church’, in its broader sense.
Orthodox in general are less overtly critical
of institutions in the Church than Protes-
tants, although it was a new thing for me,
with a background in Protestant-biased
Movements, to see the influence the dergy
had.

The Assembly was divided into stages:
the offical opening and introductory
speeches, the Assembly business (reports
and clections), and the reports of Commit-
tees. The official opening took place in
Moscow itself with the Divine Liturgy
conducted by the Russian Patriarch, His
Holiness Alexis II. Back on the boat
key-note speeches were given by His
Eminence Kyrill, Metropolitan of Smolensk
and Kalingrad, and His Grace Moussa,
Coptic Bishop of Youth, on the theme of
the last triennium for SYNDESMOS, ‘For
the Life of the World".

Reports were received from outgoing
officers on the last three years’ work. The




Contexts/ SYNDESMOS Assembly

“Flew in from Miami Beach...”

It started badly. Before |
left England, 1 went to the
Russian consulate in Lon-
don to apply for a visa.
There was a long queus of
hot, tired people snaking
down the road, and | asked
the man at the end if it was
the queue for visas. He
was an American
businessman, with the in-
souciance of someone who
made the trip all the time,
and he confirmed that it
was the right one. "But it's
not moving...” | said. He
smiled: “Welcome to Rus-
sial”

Actually this cliched view
of Russia was nol bome
oui by reality. The only real
hanging around on the trip
was a three hour stop on
arrival at Moscow Airport,
while we wailed for a bus

to take us to the river porl’

where the boat was
docked. The boat stayed in
Moscow ovemight, and the
next morning set off up the
Volga. We returned to the
capital at the end of the
week, and had a short time
to look around. | found
myself walking round Mos-
cow in the company of a
priest from Korea, in full
Orthodox clergy dress. (Ah,
the ecumenical lifel) We
navigated the metro, gazed
in wonder at the splendour
ol many of the buildings,
looked grimly at the drab,
grey uniformity of much of
the rest. We paraded
through Red Square, salu-
ted the Kremlin and
laughed with delight at the
glorious folly of St Basil's
Cathedral. And | got a
chance to go Into Lenin's
tomb, to see the great man
looking waxy and white.
{Get more sun, Viad.)

Free enterprise has arri-
ved in Moscow in a big
way. All along certain
streets there were people
with market stalls selling
touristy things: chess sets,
Gorby memerabilia, woo-
den ornaments of every
shape and size, and end-
less variations of
Matryoshka dolls - the tra-
ditional Babushkas, but
also celebrities and politi-

cians, from Lenin to Yelt-
sin, with some including
Reagan and Bush, and
even John Major (who
he?). | went into a few
‘Russian’ shops too: not
emply, by any means, just
very expensive for most
Muscovites. We visitors
were uncomfortably * rich:
for years the rouble was
artificially sustained, at an
rate of about R1.5=US$1,
but now things are freer
and the rale is more like
R100 to the dollar.

Outside Moscow we
visited other, smaller towns

boat whenevar we put in
somewhere, who generally
wanted to sell us some-
thing - even their icons,
some of the panicipants
were upset to discover.
They were usually teenage
boys, who were quite
friendly and chatty in their
good-humoured sales pat-
ter. Sometimes someone
would hand out to them the
Church literature that had
been brought for mission-
ary purposes, and occa-
sionally they would try to
sell the books back to other
participants. The Word

along the river, mainly o
visit historic churches and
monasteries. Our chances
of touring the places them-
selves were limited, and it
was a frustration felt by
many at the Assembly that
the programme was so full
there just was not time to
look around the towns, or
come into informal contact
with local people. We were
taken from ship to Church
and back again by bus,
and because everyone
was so interested in seeing
more of Russia, we were
all pointing and staring out
of the windows like visitors
to a Wildlife Park; time for
a gentle meander would
have been very useful. The
only people we got to mest
ware those afiracted 1o the

Some were more interested in icons than others

Bank would doubless be
proud of such enterprise.

As the ship cruised along
we would see old churches
on the river bank, hundreds
and hundreds of them,
sometimes near villages,
sometimes standing alone.
It brought home how much
a part of the Russian
national character the
Church is, or at least, was,
since most churches have
been closed and neglected
for 70 years. We went
north up the Volga where it
grows o two or three Kilo-
metres wide in places and
links up with the lakes of
the northern steppes, with
pine foresls spreading out
to the horizon in all direc-
lions. This was the heart of
Holy Russia.
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President, Michel Nseir, in a challenging
address, stressed the importance of unity,
dialogue with other faiths, and the Church
facing up to the modern, and post-modern.
world, The Secretary-General, Anu Talvi-
vaara, talked of the increased activity in
the Fellowship, and the continued pro-
blems of funding. She called on the priests
and bishops present to use their influence
to help SYNDESMOS finandially.

Towards the end of the Assembly a new
Executive Comunittee was chosen, for the
next triennium. The election process cours
in a slightly different way than in WSCF,
instructive of a difference in the ethos of
the two organisations. Throughout the
week a group met to choose the new
Committee, and then presented it, com-
plete, to the Assembly, with one person
selected for each post. The new Committee
was duly approved, and there was none of
the nail-biting election of individuals, as in
WSCF. The Committee was selected to
reflect the geographical balance of SYN-
DESMOE (although not the gender balance
- only one woman was selected). 1 was
heartened to see, however, that despite the
goal of unity in the selection of Committee
members, there was still some old-fash-
ioned politicking, and huddled conversa-
tions in dark corners, It is good to see the
old Church traditions being continued
today.

The Assembly divided into six groups
which met several times throughout the
Assembly to discuss particular issues relat-
ing to SYNDESMOS. [ went to the one on
Ecumenism {of course), which attracted a
sizeable, mostly sceptical, group. For some
Orthodox, ‘ecumenism® is a dirty word,
just as it is for some Catholics and
Protestants, It is often demonised, and a
great mythology has built up around it.
Most people at the Assembly assumed I
was Orthodox - until 1 confessed, when
they wondered why 1 had come. When I
explained that I was an agent provocateur
from WSCF, trying to convert peaple to
ecumenism, they reacted sometimes with
surprise, often with bewilderment, occa-
sionally with coolness.

There were observers there from other
non-Orthodox bodies, such as the World
Council of Churches (WCC)-Youth Desk
and the Lutheran World Federation, and
sometimes [ felt a real ‘bond of unity in
adversity’ with them. It was quite common
for a participant not to have considered
what ecumenism is, and I had many
conversations on what WSCF is and does,
about my own Church and the situation in
my own country, and 5o on. I also learned
a great deal, as | shall explain below. It is
true to say that the less experienced a
participant was, and (generally) the
younger he or she was, the less he or she
liked the idea of involvement with other
Churches and other youth groups. (There
was some consternation when it was
revealed in the Secretary-General's report
that two thirds of SYNDESMOS's income
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SYNDESMOS Assemblyin plenary session

comes from ecumenical sources) Some
participants seemed unaware of SYNDES-
MOS's present involvement in ecumenical
activity, and of its constitutional commit-
ment to further links with other Christians.
Members of SYNDESMOS who have been
involved for a long time and especially its
officers and committee members (one of
whom found Orthodoxy through WSCFD
were far more favourably indlined. Some
had connections with the WCC, or had
taken part in WSCF evenls or consul-
tations. There is nothing startling in this -
it is quite a common pattern - but it was
refreshing to talk to people (who were in
positions of influence and who made the
decisions) who recognised that we pro-
bably have more in common than divides
us, after the head-banging-against-the-wall
frustration of talking to others who did not
recognise anyone other than Orthodox as
Christian in any real sense. | put this down
to the positive and beneficial effects of
involvement in ecumenical activily.

Each discussion group presented a final
report and recommendation to the Assem-
bly, and questions were taken and amend-
ments suggested. They were then voted on
and taken by the new Commiltee as a
guide for their work over the next three
years. The Ecumenical group that 1 had
been in suggested in their report (presen-
ted, strangely, by the Chairperson of the
ERC of WSCF) that SYNDESMOS continue
its increasing ecumenical involvement: it
has had joint consultations with WSCF,
met with EYCE, it attended the recent
inter-secretariat meeting, and is involved
with the EELLP. The report recommended
wider publicity of its ecumenical activity
through SYNDESMOS News, and circula-
tion of previous papers on ecumenism, and
another consultation. Some spoke from the
floor in opposition to this, saying ecumnen-
ism should not be a priority; others were in
favour, citing local examples of coop-
eration on common problems between
people of different faiths. Another recom-
mendation was to have an Executive Com-
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mittee member with a special responsibi-
lity for ecumenical relations, and one was
later chosen: Christos Christakis, from
Greece.
The SYNDESMOS Experlence

The Fellowship takes its name from the
Greek for ‘bond of unity’ (syn-des-mos),
and is one the main means of young
Qzthodox around the world being in con-
tact with each other: it is the only inter-
national Orthedox organisation. It is made
up of local youth groups within Churches
and theological colleges, and has been in
existence since 1953, although it has started
to expand rapidly only in the last few
years. One of the important issues for
SYNDESMOS at the Assembly and for the
future, was how far it can grow given its
present structure and finances: it took on

Musicand laughter, Russian-style

27 at this Assembly alone, making a total
of 74, with no real change in how it is run.
There was a strong feeling at the Assembly
that the growth was very healthy, and
should be encouraged, and there was a
determination to find new sources of
income, particularly from the richer coun-
tries. A full-time Secretary-General was
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appointed, and an ambitious budget and
programme agreed. SYNDESMOS is mov-
ing up a gear.

An important part of the Assembly was
missionary work. It has rtecently been
legalised in Russia - which is one reason
why the Assembly was held there - and
the Church is trying after 70 years of
official atheism, to ‘reclaim’ its lost sheep.
Al each of the towns we stopped at, a
meeting had been arranged with local
people. There were speeches of introduc-
tion from local priests and bishops, and
then Alexander Belopopsky (the soon-
to-be-clected  Secretary-General) would
give a talk, as a Russian-speaker, saying
that we had all come from far away, as
members of the same Church as their
ancestors had belonged to, and that, Yes,
young people could be believers too. After
the whetting of appetites, the feeding: the
distribution of Church texts, Christian
literature, and icoms, all of which are in
short supply in Rusala.

These events were no doubt a good
Christian witness, but some of the partic-
panits [ talked to had ambivalent feelings
about them. Perhaps in the West we are
now unused to seeing missionary work in
the raw, or there are too many bad
associations with anything approaching
demagoguery. [t seemed to me that some
of the clergy in particular had almost a
crusading fervour. In one town, Yaroslavl,
we met some students and lecturers from
the university; one priest from the Assem-
bly was angry with the former for not
believing and the latter for mot having a
large enough theology faculty.

SYNDESMOS could only ever exist as
part of the Church. This means that WSCF,
and similar organisations which have less
direct Church connections, are im-
mediately unusual, and, perhaps, things to
be wary of, for Orthodox. SYNDESMOS is
in some ways the avant garde of Ortho-
doxy, but still within the framework of its
place within the Church. It is misleading to
compare WSCF with SYNDESMOS,
although easy to do so sometimes, given
that there are similarities. Whereas it is
hard to imagine WSCF staging a similar
missionary event to those of the Assembly,
for SYNDESMOS it is a part of being in the
Church. When 1 mentioned to someone
that there was little discussion of socio-
political (‘secular’) issues, my own agenda
was laid bare for me by caricature; “What,
so you think there should be working
groups on Green issues, and feminism, and
relationships?” It was hard lo imagine
SYNDESMOS tackling these issues in the
near future. And in that context it seemed
right: we are all concerned most about
what confronts us immediately, and for
SYNDESMOS it is the growth of the
Church, the march of the prosyletisers and
the Uniates. If WSCF does not recognise
that, it will never fully represent its Ortho-
dox members.

Continued on p33




500 Anos...
oY Ahora?

+ The theme of this edition of MOZAIK focuses on the anniversary of
the landing of Europeans in the Americas, and its symbolic coincidence
' with the year in which 12 European nations try to turn bind them-
selves closer together: 500 years after Europeans started to expand
across the world, conquering and exploiting other lands and peoples,
the walls of a “fortress’ are being constructed around part of Europe,
meaning those same lands and peoples are being shut out.

THERE IS little to celebrate. It is a dark
and bloody anniversary. After centuries
of plunder there should be no need to
point out the debt owed, the wrongs
that were done, the sins that were
committed.

That Spain and other European
couniries were able to grow richer and
more powerful through the silver and
gold of Latin America, and that in that
same continent now live some of the
world’s poorest people, is an historic
injustice, The destruction wreaked upon
the indigencus cultures and civilisations,
the virtual slaughter of millions of
people, and the aggressive religious
proselytising, were all on a scale still
difficult to comprehend.

"Almoet 500 years ago, the “white man’

reached American lands. Upon their
arrival they found highly developed
civilisations, numerous populations,
organised communities, economies that
guaranteed the satisfaction of their
needs and highly structured religions.

This event of universal dimensjons
would eventually become - with the
development of colonisations - the
greatest tragedy in the history of hu-
manity, which continues until today.

The indigenous nations were brutally
massacred; entire peoples disappeared
forever from the face of the earth,
victims of the diseases brought by
whites, victims of slavery, forced labour
and confroniations with the colonisers.
The idigenous population was tragically
decimated.

The political structures were changed
for the implantation of the colonial
siates. Likewise, the close relationship
the indigenous peoples had with the
Mother Earth as a source of life was
viclently attacked. Their lands were
invaded. They were forced to modify
their system of crops. They were forced
to flee. They began to be foreigners in
their own land.

The indigenous peoples additionally
suffered the assault of a market ecc-
nomy.
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centred on individual! profii, which
destroyed their harmonious relation
with nature and work.

The Colony imposed a new culture, a
new history, a new language, a new
religion.

All these forces that disintegrated the
indigenous people did not disappear
with the emancipation of the Lakin
America people, but rather have been
repealed under different disguises until
today.

The colonisation that took place in the
past became a neo-colonisation, with
even more refined and purified metheds
of exploitation.

All this leads to the fact that, at the
doors of the 21st Century, the indige-
nous peoples have before them a future
burdened with challenges,”
(WSCF-Europe-Latin America/Carib-
bean Encounter Study Document, 1991)

It is time to recognise the past, and

plan for the future: ‘500 years - apd
what now?”

19




The love of God and
Gold took Columbus
to the Americas, and
his legacy remains
today. Bede Smith
tells a continuing
story of violence,
slavery and
oppression

THE HISTORY of the Americas, which we
are celebrating with the Quincentennial
Celebration of 1992, has a hidden side.
Millions of indigenous peoples of both
continents of the Americas died of vio-
lence, disease, or starvation as a result of
colonialisation. To replace the losses, slaves
were also brought from Africa. If the story
of Columbus is to be retold, it must be
done from this more complete perspective
’from the underside’.
Beginnings

The adventurers went out with a blessing
to extend the gospel to the New World.
Columbus himself was led, or driven, by a
combined obsession to exploit the riches
and Christianise the new world. Pope
Alexander VI, wha divided the continent
of Lalin America by a vertical line that
awarded the western part of Spain and the
eastern part to Portugal, issued a decree:
"The Catholic faith and Christian religion,
especially in our times, shall be exalted,
broadened and. spread in every part of the
world, salvation shall be sought for all
souls, barbarian nations shall be subdued
and led back to the faith.”

The Spanish crown was extended
throughout the land. Adventurers hoped
to attain the recognition and reward of the
crown for the risks they were taking. Their
search for gold left a river of blood and the
bodies of native Americans. The three Gs -
God, Gold and Glory - formed such a
unified vision that they became a unity.
The result was cruel destruction and
oppression of the people on whose soil
they trod. When Bartolome de las Casas
rose to defend the Indian before the
Spanish Court, he estimated that 50 million
Indians had perished in Latin America
within 50 years of Columbus’ landing.
Scholars now reckon that 90% of the
indigenous population of the Americas
was wiped out in a century and a half.

In North America, the native population
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On the Underside of History

who did not die from imported diseases
was driven west before the advancing
wave, and new lands were carved out
where their tracks were still fresh. While
Indians died of starvation, Buffalo Bill
Cedy prided himself on having killed 4280
buffalos in 18 months. Finally, when no
more room was left, the nalive American
virtually disappeared from the scene. In
Latin America, the Spanish either subjuga-
ted or destroyed the indigenous popula-
tions and cultures. In North America the
labour of Indians was not needed, and so
they were pushed off. In Latin America,
their sweat and blood was useful for
gouging the land of its riches. Temples

the profits taken increased. One wave of
exploitation was followed by another: after
minerals came the exploitation of agricul-
tural products, copper, sugar, bananas,
meat and wood. Even fertiliser for the
fields of Europe was supplied by the
nitrogen-rich guano of sea birds of the
coast of Peru and Chile. The colour of gold
turned from yellow to black, as petroleum
joined the list of exported wealth. After the
movements of national independence in
the early 1800s, the calonial powers of
Spain and Portugal were replaced by the
new imperial powers of England and
Holland and the rising power of the
United Slates. The US, along with multina-

&
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—Pregunta sl nos vamos a guedar mucho tiempo. . .

‘He wants to know if we're going to stay long...

were stripped of their gold and razed so
that Christian churches could be built on
the foundations. Slave labour systems
made Indians burrow under the mountains
of Bolivia until they collapsed. After the
stores of silver and gold had been creamed
from the earth, other mineral wealth like
copper and tin, manganese and aluminium
was taken. As native population decreased,
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tionals, is the latest wave.
The growing slave trade

When native American labour proved
weak and susceptible to disease, reinforce-
ments came from Africa, Slave trade began
with the ‘discovery’. Columbus brought
500 Indians back to Spain on his second
voyage and proposed an exchange for
cattle. But the real traffic came from Africa.



By 1619 a million slaves had been brought
to Spanish and Portuguese colonies in
South America. The exchange system war-
ked ctficiently; slaves from Africa to the
West Indies, Eastern Brazil, and southern
United States; cheap labour for the labour-
intensive sugar cane fields of Cuba and the
cotton fields of Alabama. Unload the

African, reload with rum and cotton. The
industrial revolutien made England the
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textile capital of the world. The cotton
came from the South of the US, the slaves
who harvested it came from Africa. Engl-
ish ships carried slaves from Africa to the
‘new world’ and returned to England with
their hulls full of cotton harvested by the
slaves in order to supply the industrial
mills of England. With the invention of the
cotton gin in 1793, the British textile mills
suddenly expanded their capacity to pro-
cess cotton. By the time Europe finally
gave up supplying slaves to the new
world, after nearly 400 years of slave trade,

#Slave labour systems made Indians burrow underthe mountains
of Belivia until they collapsed.”

almost 15 million black people are estima-
ted to have died en route or soon after
landing. Between a half and a third of the
African captives died en route. One in four
Africans was enslaved. People stripped of

all connections with their roots. Deli-
berately separated from each other and
subjugated to hard labour.
Continuing oppresslon

Nor is the oppression over. In Gautemala
in the early 1980s,
over 400 villages were
wiped out and thou-
sands of Indians for-
ced into ‘model vil-
lages” by Rios Montt, a
born-again  Christian,
People were separated
from others they knew
and forced to speak
Spanish and attend
American fundamen-
talists-run churches,

Oppressions  are
both economic and
military. Foreign debts
are incurred by
stewards of the establ-
ished orders that serve
the economic interests
of foreign investors.
The unrest created by
poverty is crushed by military powers with
weapons purchased from abroad, which
further expands the debt. The poor pay for
the weapons that crush them. Eduardo
Galeano. author of Open Veins of Latin
America, says ""The vidous cirde is perfect;
foreign debt and foreign investment oblige
us to multiply exports that they themselves
devour. The task can’t be accomplished
with gentlemanly manners. To fulfil their
function as hostages of foreign prosperity,
Latin American workers must be held
prisoner, either inside or outside the bars

of the jails.” We are inclined to abhor the
violence, disappearances and death squads
we hear about from countries like El
Salvador and Guatemala. But the economic
structures that are maintained in this
manner are less visible. From 1982-1990,
US$200 billion more left the Americas
through interest payments then came in
from new loans and investments. The
foreign debt grew from US8288 billion to
US$423 billion during the same period. it is
the poor who ultimately pay the debts
incurred by the powerful élite through
austerity programmes.
Call to repentance

The year 1992 must be a year of repen-
tance. The hopeful sign of repentance is
that sin acknowledged can be forgiven and
conversion begin. If we can look at history,
it is possible to change the future. If we
cannot, then we become embedded in it.
History acts much like the neurosis of an
individual. While unconscious it operates
inevitably to limit the freedom of the
person. Once confronted consdously, it
makes possible choices that were pre-
viously unavailable to the sufferer.

Unfortunately religion, our own Chris-
tian faith, has contributed to the oppres-
sion we have retold. Our histories of both
sin and grace must be remembered for
repentance and conversion to make pos-
sible a greater faithfulness to the God
whose name is Love,

Fr. Bede Smith is Chairperson  of lhe
Fellowship of Reconciliation, London.

This article appeared in the Spring 1992
edition of ‘Christian’, a quarierly inter-
denominational  journal commitied to both
Spirituality and Christian aclion. (Avail-
able from: 19 Harvey Road, GB-GU1 3SE
Guildford, England; annual subscription
GBES)

I Come Like a
Beggar

Navotas, The Philippines

April 1938

I sat down on a wooden bench salvaged
from a rubbish dump, shaded from the
sun under a veranda of discarded wood,
outside a skilfully knocked-together shanty
shack of corrugated iron, wood and plas-
tic. Fernando, his wife and their older
children welcomed me to their home with
broad hands and much shaking of hands.

The younger children scrambled out of the
shack’s only door, past a tacked-up poster
of Jesus bearing his sacred heart. They
played on a rescued metal-framed sunbed
with a green plastic frog, now forgotten by
its original playmate. Fernando’s daughter,
a girl of 13, squatted over a plastic tub,
washing the family's clothes. She smiled at
this western visitor as I removed my straw
hat which was rapidly shrinking, not built

MOZAIK 21992

-Jan Harvey-Pittaway
recounts experiences
of marginalisation on
both sides of the
world, and is left
wondering about
definitions of poverty
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to cope with this intense tropical sun.

I was here in Navotas, on the outskirts
of Manila, as part of a church delegation
from England, a solidarity and fact-finding
visit 12 months after the so-called “People
Power” so-called “revolution”. It was soon
I clear to
serious
ohservers
that it was
the inter-
national
tentacles of
the USA
and a
powerful
faction of
the Philip-
pines mili-
tary which
had ousted
President
Ferdinand
Marcos in
favour of
the easily
manipula-
ted Cor-
azon
Aquinao.
‘“People
Power”’
may have
inspired
I h e
Tiananmen
Square
demonst-
rations
two years
on, but the
reason
tanks did
not crush
t h e
demonstra-
tors in the
Philippines
as they
had in
China was
because
the deci-
sion was
already
made:
Marcos
had to go.
The people
who had real power still held it. It was
described to me as a Pepsi/Coke situation:
the name had changed but it still tasted the
same. It tasted the same for Fernando and
millions like him under Aquino, as it will
doubfless taste the same under President
Fidel Ramos...

The place was so filthy, so obscene. The
inhabitants of Navotas were previously the
urban homeless poor of Manila. Tricked
here by false promises of housing, water
and electricity, or threatened here by thugs
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Life on SmokeyMountain,
Manila

on the orders of Imelda Marcos, the
then-President’s wife. She wanted the capi-
tal city “cleaned up” and made “beautiful”
for her international business clients and
tourists.

There was no running water in Navotas.
Police from nearby Manila would bring
large plastic containers of their tap water
for the shack-dwellers - at a price. But like
everywhere else in the Two Thirds world,
even when clean water ig not available, the
evangelistic misslon of mullinational cor-
porations lo spread their gospel of Pepsi,
Coke and 7 Up to the natives reaches out
to the ends of the earth, You could even
find them advertised among the wreckage
of a town.

The shanty town overlooks Smokey
Mountain, Manila’s city rubbish dump,
home to thousands of scavengers who pick
their living off its huge, steaming, rotting
mound. These people, like the rubbish,
have been thrown away as expendable
items. Here they are forced to live in
conditions unfit for human habitation, a
playground for tropical rats made worse
by the clouds of toxic methane gas which
Smokey Mountain exudes as the trash
decompeses in the heat of the sun. The air
is so thick up there that one has to chew it
rather than breathe it. So | almost did a
double-take when I observed peoples’
clothes washed spotless on the cleanest of
bodies, with carefully-groomed hair.
Deprived of the most meagre wealth, the
appearance of these discarded people
speaks of a quielly dignified grace and
defiance...

Having exchanged greetings and sat
down, Fernando brought out a large bottle
of Coke, which we drank from small, not
quite clean glasses. He invited me to try
some of his home-brewed Filipino tuba
(carrot) wine, which I drank with some
misgiving, having noticed the rusty over-
sized bottle top sitting precariously on top
of the storage jar. We sat and talked - he in
broken English, me in my Wolverhampton
accent - about family, politics, and the life
and trials of the village ¢rganisation which
Fernando heads.

After a while he asked, “Will you eat
with us?”. | hesitated. I was immediately
aware that I already had diarrhoea. “Do
you eat rice?” he said. It was clear that the
invitation was not to a rice-based meal, but
to a meal of rice, Their diet was coarsa rice,
three times a day, seven days a week. If
they were lucky, once or twice a week they
may be able to afford some dried fish.
Some days their rice could only stretch to
two meals a day.

I was saved the rouble of finding a
reply, since my short unplanned meeting
with Fernando was curtailed by a guide
aware of our demanding schedule. We
moved on.

That meeting with Fernando was to stay
close to me for a long lime, resurfacing at
unexpected times, in unforeseen ways. [
did not realise it at the time, but in that
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moment [ forfeited probably the richest
banquet I had ever been offered.

Manchesier, England

April 1989

Lynda was asleep in her chair in the main
lounge of the ‘cld people’s home’, as she
usually was when I arrived. Sitting myself
down beside her, I touched her arm genty.
Her eyes, full of sleep, recognised me
through a slowly dissipating haze. A
stroke, four months earller, had left this
previously spritely and alert 80 year old
cruelly restricted in speech and movement
and unable to look after herself in her own
home.

Lynda had existed in the semi-twilight
worid typical of the aged. Much of her
time was spent alone. Those of her rela-
tives who were still alive had moved away.
Visils were rare. Her meagre Income affor-
ded litile in the way of luxuries beyond
day to day necessities. She was more or
less forgotten by a world which carried on
its busy life regardless...

Lynda had apparently decided that she
had enough of our lack of privacy in the
main lounge, where any conversation is
public to anyone who has ears to hear. She
said we should go to her bedroom. As she
struggled slowly up the stairs, me gripping
the stair rail one step behind in case she
fell or got into difficulties, I wondered if
visitors were supposed to go to residents’
bedrooms without staff knowledge (as it
has the potential for abuse). In that same
instant of wondering I realised how out of
place such a thought was. What control
did Lynda now have over her own life,
cast out of her own home and institutional-
ised as she now was, if she or I had to
have permission to go anywhere in the
building, if her movements were to be
restricted by order as well as by her
physical state? Her sense of autonomy, of
being an individually respected person,
was in such a frail state here.

When we reached her room I was glad
to see that she had made it homely, with a
dressing table and a couple of drawers
adorned by old black and while photo-
graphs of her family, the most important of
her few possessions. I was moved by the
way Lynda communicated and confided in
me, sharing her frustrations, her continu-
ing difficulty in forming the words she
wanted to say, and the Inability of the staff
here to be patient with her, to be attentive
and listen to what she was trying to say
when her words defied formation. Behind
her words I sensed her enforced dis-
engagement from the world she once
inhabited: a thousand visitors a day in an
institution can never make a ‘home’ into
home.

Lynda reached for a bag from one of her
drawers and took out her old King James
Bible, which had ageing personal artefacts
between ils pages: a newspaper clipping
announcing the death of a relative, some
letters, prayers and a Gideon leaflet advis-




ing particular Bible readings for particular
problems. From somewhere in the leaves
of (he New Testament she handed me a
emall crocheted cross. “Would you like
jt?" she asked. For a minute I was speech-
lese. She told me it was given to her by
Lifla, (Who Lila was I could not say, but
hiet voice was sweet with memories.) I was
roticent about receiving i, not kmowing
what it may hold for her. I did not want to
offene her generosity, to reject her gracious
gift. | accepted with, “Are you sure it is
alright?’ The answer was obvious.

Jesus ealled his disciples lo him, and
sgid o them, “Truly, I say to you, this
poor widow hos put in more than all those
[rich people] who are comtributing lo the
treasury. For all contribuied out of their
abundance; but she out of her pooerty has
put in everything she had, her whole
liming:’ (Mark 12:41-44)

A simple cross. It may seem like nothing,
but I still have that cross, and would never
part with it. T felt deeply that Lynda had
given me a part of herself. Sitting next to
her, crocheted cess in hand, I thought
once more of Fernando. On the evening of
our meeting 12 months before, writing my
travel diary and reflecting on the dav’s
evenls, I was ashamed of my private
self-centred response to Fernando’s gener-
ous (and in the Philippines, typical) hospi-

tality. Here was a man in the depths of
poverty and yet prepared to share all he
had with me, even the very food from his
family’s hungry mouths. And, on the spur
of the moment, my primary comcetn was
the effect of enforced poor hygiene on my
bowels,

Lynda and Fernande were separated by
two wotlds and yet they had much in
common. Lynda was one more example of
an “old person”, already on the far fringe
of a youth-obsessed and anti-communi-
tarian culture, who had been pushed even
farther out by a stroke. No wonder that so
many older folk who have Iittle in material
terms say that they are happy because they
have their health. Lynda and Fernando
were both in their own ways pushed to the
fringes, dismissed, largely ignored by a
world obsessed with capital, profit and
status - no matter what the price in other
people’s lives, It seemed that Fernando had
in some symbolic way offered me his
banquet again. This time I shared.

In broad but insidiously real and every-
day terms I am the beneficiary of a world
system that exploits the likes of Fernando
for (our) profit and a culture which dis-
missed the likes of Lynda as useless and
“past it”. [ want their equality, a world
where the last shall be first. I have not the
slightest wish lo trivialise poverty, or
romanticise the poor. God knows that we

need a fairer distribution of this earth’s
resources, something which can never take
place so long as our sharing remains
economically incestuous, Talk of Inter-
national Monetary Fund loans to the poor
of the Two-Thirds World, or a Sodal
Security loan to the old poor in Britain, is a
sick -joke, The same system which offers
such ‘assistance’ is stacked against them:
that is why they are poor.

Yet in spite of all this, it has been my
continual experience that it i3 “the poor”
who are Inviting the “fortunate” like me
{and probably you) to something extra-
ordinary. Fernando, Lynda, and many
more like them, though brutally treated,
slandered and ignored, are inviing us to
join a great rich feast, a banquet of sharing
and self-giving which the rich understand.
“It is easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle...”

When I am invited into thelr homes, and
they share their hospitality, their lives with
me, it always seemns that it is [ who am the
beggar in need.

By the hungry I will feed you

By the poor Il make you rich

By the broken Iwill mend you

Tell me which is which?

(Sydney Carter, 1 Come Like a Beggar)

TIAN HARVEY-PITTAWAY
British 5CM

Looking 500 Years

ead

Frank Meier Serensen previews WSCE-Europe’s
Portugal Conference, February 1993

THE IDEA of Latin America/Europe
exchanging experiences has been develop-
ing at organizational level since our World
Executive Committee Meeting (Harare,
1988), through the World General Assem-
bly (Pars, 1990) and right up to last
European Regional Assembly (Hirschluch,
1991). In concrete regard to the above-
mentioned theme, WSCF has already laun-
ched one successful conference, which was
a cooperative effort of the WSCF-Lalin

America-Carribean and WSCF-Europe.
This event took place in Quito, Ecuador in
April 1991, with parlicipation and contri-
butions from many countries, especially
LA and European. The perspective was the
colonizational past, and the different
oppressive structures prevalent through
the 500 years. But also the hopes and
perspective for future democralic, indepen-
dent development within the region, and
the relations of the region to other parts of
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the world. The debt crisis is of course
central to this question. The conditions of
the indigenous communities where also
experienced. The conference and the fol-
low-up work gave rise to an enhanced
global consclousness, as well as a streng-
thened regional identity among the partic-
pating persons and their national and
regional SCM s.

As 1992/93 is important, both because of
the implementation of the Single European
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Act and the 500 years of colonization af
Latin America, WSCF-Europe decided to
continue the process of reflections and
actions on this area. It was dedided to try
to set up a conference in Portugal, as this
region of Europe has a significant historical
1ole, as well as particular present problems
of relevance. The event will, as with Quito,
have inter-regional participation, but the
theme will be approached from a more
European angle. That is: What role can
Europe play in the common effort of
creating a sustainable future for Latin
America and Europe? The level of analysis
will be political/ economical, and we
expect valuable academic contributions
from Italy, Portugal and Latin America,
preferably at university level. We expect,
furthermore, thematic contributions from
the participating students, especially Latin
Europeans and Latin Americans. Being an
ecumenical organization, we will also in-
vestigate the role of the Church, as well as
the individual in regard to the theme,
induding the question of inter-faith dia-
logue.

We hope to provide the participants with
valuable knowledge of the two continents -
Latin América and Europe - to reveal how
the history of these is inter-twined, and to
draw lines for future polides. We will
investigate intra Latin America initiatives
for self-government {e.g. Merco Sur) com-
pared to similar European efforts. Further-
more, it is our aim to reflect upon the role
of Europe in future world trade and
concrete developmental issues. It is our
objective to create amongst the participants
a consdousness of baing part of history, as
well as part of making history

Our man on the spat has been in contact

" with Donatella

Rostagno and
Renato del
Priore, mem-
bers of the
Preparatory
Committee:

Franlk Regard-
ing this
upcoming con-
ference on the
‘Latin-America
1992°  issue;
The Latin Pro-
ject is involved
in the pre-
parations, and
it will take off
in Portugal in
February ‘937
Donatella: It
will be inter-
esting to have
this con-
ference. Dur-
ing 1992, there
has been so
much celeb-
ration af the colonization, at least in Italy,
so for the members of FGEI [Federazione
Giovanile Evangelica Italiana) it will be a
new and different approach.

Frank How will these questions be dealt
with?

Donatella: First of all, we will focus on
Latin America as well as Europe. Espe-
cially in this conference we will investigate
economical and political issues, into which
we hope to be able to go deeply. Cur focus
will be presentand future. We know that

[ 7
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Eurppeans went there, and the Quito
conference explored this among other
things, but now we must proceed.

Renato: These Columbian feasts are ways
of confirming the Western, capitalist way
of thinking.

Donatella: In Italy, we are trying to
explore different ways of economical deve-
lopment in LA.

Frank How will the conference work?
Donatella: It will last about one week,
Some inputs will be academiaally pre-
pared, and with reference to the present
situation in Latin America, However, the
future perspective will also have high
priorily. We will have various discussion
groups on these inputs, as we feel that the
active involvement of the participants is
critical to the success of the conference. As
a new idea, we will set up a “historical
court”, where Europe will be accused of an
unjust past, but also be given the possibi-
lity to defend itself. Two afternoons, we
will have creative workshops on the day
theme.

It has not yet been decided exactly where
to go from these two events - Quito 91
and Portugal ‘93. However, it is already
settled that there will be a big gathering of
youth and students in Sao Paolo, Brazil,
Summer ‘93 (EGGYS). Among others,
WSCF is involved in this event, which in
many ways will be a natural continuation
of the process. We also hope that the
participants themselves will come up with
prospective and original ideas for the
future work, especially regarding our inter-
national relations of various kinds.

FRANKMEIER S@RENSEN
Solidarity Coordinator, ERC
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What can Quito Tell
Us?

Some impressions from a conference

AS EUROPEAN participants at the Quito
event, April 1991, many of us felt we
played the role of observers to a dlassical
Latin American drama. A drama which
developed on the scene of critical marxist-
inspired thought, mingled with ethnic
components (for the sake of legitimacy).
The tradition being dassical in the sense of
confirming the spirit, in which the main
actors played. There were many heroes,
even more bandils. But the play did not
really manage to give a new and different
interpretation of the theme.

The intention behind the Quito con-
ference was to treat the theme of 500 years
of history with a view towards the future.

Of course it was a back-breaking exerdse
to embrace so much history, and the
problem, besides the different languages,
was to limit the theme so that we could
have a constructive dialogue. A dialogue
that could have added more to our know-
ledge. Coping with such a broad theme
just had to be like entering a labyrinth.

As Luis Borges puts it when thinking
about Lalin America: “[ imagined a
labyrinth of labyrinths, one sinuous
spreading labyrinth that would encompass
the past and the future and in some way
involve the stars.”

One important thing however was rea-
ched: we reflected on the theme. Being an

early inltiative in the stream of happenings
around the commemoration of 1992, the
conference prepared the ground for care-
fully monitoring what is going on in our
respective countries and in the world in
general. And perhaps the stay in Ecuador
gave us glimpses of a reality richer in
expression; showing a culture of human
dignity difficult to grasp in the usual terms
of under-development, misery and grief.
Leaving us with wonder, perhaps making
us question our own sodieties. Space is left
for the stars...

HILDEP. SALVESEN
Solidarity Coordinator, ERC (1989-91)

Attacking the
Fortress

The Kairos Europe meeting in June saw hundreds of people from
many different organisations and countries come together in
Strasbourg, where Europe’s laws are made. Their aim? ‘No to

800 PEOPLE from both the East and West
of Europe, people from outside Europe
visiting the event and foreign people living
in Europe, attended the Kairos Event in

Fortress Europe!’

Ingrid Voll explains WSCF's involvement

Strasbourg this summer. People of all ages,
backgrounds and experiences tried to share
some of their thoughts and perspectives
within the main theme:
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“N¢ to a Fortress Europe. Yes to a
Europe for justice.”

The participants were divided into five
commissions, where the following five
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issues were shared and discussed during
the first two days, and where we were
supposed to come up with some ¢main
demands to the European Parliament (EP),
to be shared through round-tables and
hearings with the politicians in the EP, and
in a big demonstration in Strasbourg on

one of the last days, with about 1200

people.

The five issues/commissions were as
follows;

Food, shelter, work, move and stay,
story /cultural identity.

The ERA (Hirschiuch, 1991) made a
recommendation that WSCF should
become more involved In the Kairos
Europe process during 1992. I wag asked,
from the ERC, to contact the central
coordination team within the Kairos
Europe process,

This contact was made during January
1992. Theo Kneifel, the central coordinator
responded positively to the involvement of
WSCF, and recommended me to join a
preparatory committee working out the
programme and workshop themes on
youth issues and cultural contributions
within each commission and in the
Plenaries.

Cne workshop theme was “Access to
education in Europe, and its implications
for access to work and power.”

Erling Bottcher from Denmark, who has
done research and written a book on this
theme took the workshop. It was held in
the commission on “work”, and about 30
people participated. I think we managed to
have some fruitful discussions, in spite of
at least 5 different languages, different
ages, cultural backgrounds and ways of
behaviour in a discussion.

The “ideclogy” behind this Kairos Evenl,
was, as | understood it, that the people
experiencing injustice in some way or
another in Europe were the people to share
their experiences and thoughts with each
other, and to raise their voices in demand
of a better and more just Europe.

No content, except the 5 mailn issues
were defined beforehand, everything was
meant to come from the group discussions
within the commissions on the first two
days, from the “grassroots”. What hap-
pened there was meant to be the most
important.

However, the methodology and the in-
structions for how the discussions should
be monitored were strictly defined from
the “top-level” in the Kairos network. The
group leaders had to menitor the process
very hard through the stages of sharing
experiences, analyzing and making
demands, in a very short fime.

As a point of criticism, I will say that
there was a gap between the “ideology” of
grass-roots power, and what actually hap-
pened. The steering system within the
Kairos Process seemed to have put too
litlle emphasis on the fact that such pro-
cesses needs kime; if not they will be
influenced by the top anyway, as I saw it
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happen here.

The good thing was that people found
that they had a place to share their
experiences: for example, refugees, the
unemployed, the poor, etc., and a lot of
informal contacts were made through the
days in the commissions.

From my point of view these two days
were the most fruitful and dynamic days,

A lot of people from different cultures,
noise, music, dancing and colourful ban-
ners, made a big impression both on the
participants and the audience along the
streets, This was a picture of the mosaic
today's Europe can be seen as, and It was
for what we were shouting out our
demands.

The Kairos Event in Strasbourg is over,

Aboveand below: Protestors at the Kairos Europe event demonstrating
their views to the peopleof Strasbourgand the politicians of Europe

in spite of my aitidsm of methodology
and “hidden” influence from the top level.

Much hope and many expectations deve-
loped of the meetings with the politicians
in the EP, and one day was given to this, A
lot of politicians did not arrive at the
meelings, and we did not achieve any
discussions of real poliical value. And
who could expect that after two busy days
of discussions concerning such wide and

contacts between people have been made,
some sirength to continue the struggle
towards a Europe for justice has hopefully
been achieved.

So what? An important question, for all
the parlicipants, for the top level within
Kairos Europe, for WSCF.

WECF-Europe should come with some
inputs to this discussion; what is our view
on the coming Kairos Europe network?

important themes?
As [ see it, this was the least fruitful day.
What was better was the day for
demonstrations and public meetings in the
centre of Strasbourg.
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And how do we consider our role in this
network?

INGRID VOLL
Ex-Co Member, ERC
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introduction

networks

WSCE-Europe’s Working Groups, Networks and Projects are the focus for

particular areas of WSCF's work and allow SCM members to follow up

special interests with others from around the Region

Working Groups/Networks

Each Working Group and Network has a Coordinator who
represents it on the ERC, and often instigates its activities.
Many National Movements have Contact Persons for each
Working Group and Network, who participate in their work
and through whom SCM members can be kept informed. All
SCM members are welcome to become involved in the
work and activities of the Warking Groups and Networks.

Projects

There are two Projects currently running in WSCF-Europe,
that provide links and solidarity batween members of
National Movements in parts of the Region where SCMs
face particutar challenges. The Projects - working in the
South and East of the Region - aim to build up the

Movements in these areas, and organise meslings and
avenis.

Getting Involved
For further information on a Working Group/Network/
Project, or to become involvad, contact the following:

Coordinator/WSCF: sea Address List
National Contact Person: through National Office/ WSCF
contact

f your National Movement does not have a Contact
Person for a particular Working Group or Network, and you
would ke further information on how to become the
Contact Parson, please conlact WSCF

Programmatic Working

Group

The PWG toak over the work of the old
Theological Working Group (TWG) at the
ERA last year, and will focus its work on
two events: the Big E 93 and the next ERA.
The PWG recently sent out a discussion
paper 1o the SCMs, aimed at inspiring
debate on questions of student Christian
identity. Responses will be collected, a
second paper produced. After further res-
ponses have been collected, and a final
paper will be produced for the Big E and
ERA. The PWG has Contact Parsons in
many of the National Movemenis.

Coordinator: Anders Wesslund (S)
Sub-Coordinators: Ruth Harvey (GB), Dimi-
tris Moschos (G), Pjoir Chomik (PL)

Women's Network

The Women's Netwark aims to provide the
means for women in the SCMs to be in
contact with each other at a Regional level,
and to coordinate WSCF's involvement with
women's events and activities in Europe, in
particular with the EYCE and Ecumenical
Forum of European Christian Women. It
has a number of Contact Persons in the
SCMs and produces a regular newsletier,
which is distributed to women around lhe

Region. The Network has established
women's meetings at every WSCF-Europe
conference, and will hold a number ol
avents at the Big E 93.

Coordinator: Christiane Kemmler {(FRG)

Publicatlons Working Group
The PubsWG arose out of the ERA at
Hirschluch with the primary purpose of
working towards the production of MOZAIK.
It meets occasionally to discuss the nature
and content of forthcoming editions, and
solicits contributions from around the
Region. Long-term plans concem establish-
ing a network of people throughout the
Region concamed with publications in the
SCMs. There are Contact Persons in 9 of
the SCMs.

Coordinators; Michael Feakes {GB)
Members: Karin Killsmyr (S}, Alain Lortal
{F), Dominik Zehnder (CH)

Solidarity Working Group

The Sclidarity Working Group coordinates
WSCF-Europe's support for and involve-
ment with projects and events regarding
North-South global relations, and in particu-
lar economic, developmental, ecclogical
and peace issues. It is currently involved in
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the follow-up to the 1991 Quito conference,
20-27 February 1993 in Portugal.

Coordinator; Frank Meier Sarensen (DK)

Eastern Europe Project

The Project was set up in late 1989 to work
with the Movements in the East of the
Region, and a Support Group with repre-
seniatives from all the Eastemn European
countries meets to assess progress and
exchange support. The Eastern Europs
Language and Leadership and Leadarship
Project (EELLP), organised in cooperation
with the EYCE and SYNDESMOS, is an
oxtension of the work,

Eastern Europe Project staff: Wiodek Mis-
jjuk (PL)
EELLP staff: Becky Brannan (GB)

Latin Project

The Latin Project has for long worked with
Movements in the South of the Region. It
supports groups which are often in minority
Churches in their own countries, and aims
lo foster cooperation between them and
encourage their greater participation in
WSCF.

Coordinator: José Manuel Cerqueira (P)
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Networks/ Gazette, PWG

1992

Networks Gazette

Diary of Recent and Forthcoming Working Group, Network

and Project events

March
6-8 Strasbourg Programmatic Working Group meeting
May
16-17 Birmingham Publications Working Group meeting
20-23 Birmingham EELLP: Interviews for teachers for Summer language courses
June
11-18 Porto Solidarity Working Group meeting
* Porto Latin Project mesting
July
20-24 Helsinki Women's Network mesting
October
17-18 Birmingham EELLP evaluation meeting: for teachers
November
* o EELLP Referance Group meeting
26-29 Zirich Publications Working Group meeting
1993
March
. Bialystok Programmatic Working Group and Contact Parsons meeting
August
3-11 Woudschoten Big E: Everyone! Programmatic Working Group and Women's
{NL) Network input and activities

Ecumenism in a
Multi-Coloured World

THIS SUMMER | was 'Hallowed' as a full
member of the lona Community. The
Abbey Cathedral on lona was packed with
Community members and visitors. The
litorgy involved rededication, antiphonal
responses, singing newly commissioned
songs and finally the actual Hallowing
csremony. Each new member (there were
nine of us) was led o the front of the
Abbey by a sponser who knelt beside us,
We were each blessed and welcomed by
the Leader of the Community. The ceieb-
ration ended with locally caught salmon,
quiche, salad, sparkling juice and sumptu-

28

PROGRAMMATIC WORKING GROUP

ous puddings.

Joining the lona Community means join-
ing the 200 other members, both men and
women, lay and ordained who live all
around the UK and adhere to the 5-fold
Rule of the Community. The Rule commits
all members to daily prayer and Bible
Study, accounting for the use of time and
money, meefing together on a regular basis
and working for peace and justice. Mem-

bers come from all walks of life, represent-
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ing all major Christian denominations. So
why did | feel called to join the Community?

It seems to me that there are two
inter-related issues which compel us Io live
together in Community.

“Ethnic cleansing”. A new term, it
appears, for the pure race nofion of the
1930s. As | walked over the footbridge to
my old school yesterday | read freshly
painted slogans on the metallic walls:
"ASIANS GO HOME: YOU DON'T
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BELONG HERE",
“SUPPORT THE BRIT-
ISH NATIONAL
PARTY". My school
had and still has one of
the largest proportions
of Asian children to
non-Asian in Glasgow,
most of them now
being second or third
generation immigrants
from Pakistan who
were encouraged to
come to Scotland in the
30s and 40s to run the
transport system. The Pakistanis are only
Scotland's 20th century manifesiation of
new Scottish blood. The Picts and Norse of
the eary cenwuriss were followed by Irish,
Italian, Polish, Russian and other seftlers in
later centuries. There is no such thing as
pure Scottish. The only difference with
those from the Indian sub-continent amiving
in Scotland today is that they cannat melt
into the background. Their skin is a dil-
ferent colour.

We hear of “sthnic cleansing” in the
former Yugoslavia and we are justifiably
horified, We witness racial intolerance and
ingrained bigotry around the corner and we
turn a blind eye. Yes, the scale of action is
different, Sniper fire has not hit the strest
comers of Glasgow, yet. But we only have
to look thirty miles across the water to
Belfast to see what life can become.
Religious intolerance and ingrained bigotry
there, fuelled by a sense of the "pure faith”,
has led to fear and suspicion between
protestants and catholics. Somewhere,
deep in the recesses of our collective
unconscious we have a notion of the pure
race. A race set apart and cleansed,
purified of all taints of othermess.

We must be clear that this notion is
fallacious. It has no grounding in reality.

i
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Yet where does it come from? From a fear
of annihilation? From a desperation to
become powerful? From a fear of the
unknown? Certainly it is a notion which is
fuelled by ignorance. And it is an intrinsi-
cally evil notion which must be replaced by
the intinsically good yet ofien elusive
notion of love.

A second, related issue which concems
me today is that of inter-faith dialogue. The
intricate and increasingly complex multi-
racial mixes in our European cities mean
that it can no longer be assumed that
Europe is a white, Christian land. Of course
this is not news, Geographical boundaries
are daily being reset. Each world religion
has its place of origin. But as Christianity
was never confined to the Middle East, so
Hinduism is no longer confined to India;
Buddhism no [onger confined to China;
Islam no longer confined to Asia.

Yet it seems to be a strange paradox that
as Europe grows as a multi-faith conlinent,
the Christian churches are still struggling
with fear and suspicion within their own
ranks. How can we preach the message of
unity to the whole inhabited earth when
among ourselves there is such clear dis-
unity in doctrine, in practice, in understand-
ing? How can we preach a message of
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unity when our churches
still refuse to share the
Lord's supper? We share
the inheritance of schism
and reform, yet we share
a more profound and
lasting unity in our com-
mon mission to prociaim
the message of the Gos-
peols.

Ecumenism must go
farther than unity bet-
ween denominations of
one faith. For if ecumen-
ism means “the whole
inhabited earth” then we are, more than at
any time before, called to engage in the
debate and establish trust between the
world religions.

As | think back to the Hallowing service
on lona | am reminded of the commitments
that | made. lona is a beautiful island, a
place where commitments are easily in-
spired, where the glistening white beaches
reach out to a deep blue sea; where the
selting sun casts a pink glow over the
granite hills; and where long silent walks
can be malched with howling storms and
intensive conversation.

Yet lona must be a tuming point for me, a
pivot on which to wheel around and be
propelled back into the throb of community
living. For it is in the communities of our
streels, villages, towns and cities that we
can find the complexities and the concems;
the beauties and the passions of people.
For the commitments that | made on lona
to have meaning, | must live them out in
the sireets and suburbs of my city, Glas-
gow. And | must have faith that | will meet
Christ, The Scottish Christ of whatever
colour, walking those streets with me.

RUTH HARVEY
Member, Programmatic Working Group
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Networks/ Latin Project

MOZAIK has, along with an increasing number of
readers, been in a rather difficult position regarding
the Latin Project of WSCF-Europe. Is it a project?
Do they in fact speak Latin? If so, couldn’t they do

it a bit louder? In order to improve our patchy

" knowledge, MOZAIK now releases certain so far
unpublished materials: the record of a conversation
between Frank Serensen and two prominent figures
in this area: Renato del Priore and, indeed,
Donatella Rostagno - both Italian

The Latin Project -
Phantom of the Region?

Frank: Welcome to Renato & Donatellal
Now, what [e thls Latin Project all
about?

Renato: LP started 6 to 7 years ago, and
through this period many of the Latin
Movements experienced problems. In Italy,
for instance, there was a huge shift of
generations around 1988, and a lot of new
people need lo be integrated. Similar pro-
blems occurred in France, and Spain has
hardly had a real Movement in the period.
After the Hirschluch Regional Assembly
1991 we start all over again.

Frank: How about your struclure?
Renato; The Latin countries have Protes-
tant minorities, and as such a range of
similarities exist, In a wider historical sensa,
we experience cultural, social and political
familiarity. The Mediteranian area, o
which we all belong, is in a sense batween
the North and the South. Also therefore, we
all have immigration concerns from former
colonies and Third World areas in general,
Frank: And where to go now?

Renato: In this first meeting in Porio [in
April 1992], we decided to build a network
of information between our different Move-
ments, to spread knowledge of the Latin
Project. The fesling at this moment is that
we are the Latin Project! We think it is
possible to start a common work if more

30

people feel like part of the whole thing. The
rationale behind networking this way is to
ensure, that the LP-contact respensible in
each Federation knows exactly whats going
on in other Lalin counlries. To every
national meefing we will invite two persons
from every other Lafin Movement. In the
next French Assembly, two persons from
Federazione Giovanile Evangelica ltaliana
will be invited. In Portugal, for instance,
there are a lot of potential WSCF persons,
but the knowledge is low. After building this
network, it is pessible to define and dave-
lop some common issues, eg. in con-
ferences. In the next year, we will try to
discover, how many people are interested.
Then we will have a better picture of our
commmen goals and struggles. After this
introductory period, we hope that the Latin
Project will be more than the 5 or 10 of us.
To make conferences elc., we need a
larger base of student involvement,

Frank: Alright, but what about finance
and steffing?

Renato: Our movements are small. That's
why ltaly wasn't present at the Strasboug
conference on education. It is always hard
to find new issues, so we will link the Latin
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Project to the national meetings. In Portu-
gal, we focused on Portugal, in France we
will focus on France. In concrete communi-
cation terms, we are producing a newsletter
for diskribution in the Latin area. However,
for the time being, a Secretary might not be
nessecary.

Frank: Bul Movement building?

Renato: Yes, the problem of creating a
Movement in Spain. According o our
strategy, we will invite our Spanish contacts
to national meetings, and to the Portugal
conference, Regarding the conference in
general, the Latin Project is working on it,
according to a Hirschluch descision.
Donatella: | think we could perhaps use a
Secrelary after this introductury period, If
we succeed to make the whole thing
known, sfhe would be an important
resource. Even if people change, such a
person would represent a static point of
reference, so that the idea would survive, in
spite of changing human ressources.
Frank: Thank you both of you, and keep
up the good splrita)

(And so they dol)




Networks/ Eastern Europe Project

-The EELLP this summer saw teaching camps set up across the East of the
Region. It was by turns a useful, inspiring and mesmorising experience for
those involved. Mihdly Kov4cs relates how progress was made in English at

his camp, and Caroline Stern, one of the teachers, talks of her own progress,
: in a different direction

Training for the Future

INJUNE 1982 12 young people were
selocted by WSCF and British SCM to
particlpate In the Eastern Europe Language
and Leademhlp Pmject (EELLF). They
fravelled o various locations In Eastem
Europe throughout the summer for coursea
involving English language teaching with
members of local youth and church groups.
One of the 12, Camiine Stem, a theolgy
oludent at Bimmingham University, who
spent 3 weeks in Hungary and 3 weela in
Poland, writes about her experiences
below.

The project was established by WSCF in
conjunction with the EYCE and SYNDES-
MOS, o encourage and facllitate the
involvement of Eastern European young
people in ecumenical and Intemational
activites and asalet In overcoming the
initial barriers of language. One of those

THE FIRST intamational English language
camp of the Reformed Youth in Hungary
took place over two weeks in July in a
garden of the- Buda hills, In this camp,
which was a real camp with ‘tents, 30
participanis represented five couniries in
Central and Eastem Europe. The purpose
of the event was of course not only to
improve young people's knowledge of Engl-
ish, but also to celebrate our Christian
unity, because Orthodox brothers and sis-
ters visited us as well.

English was taught by two students from
Britain, the English classes were held in the
momings. | think the awakening service
with a guitar and some singing will remain
a rernarkable experience for all of us. After
breakfast this was followed by the moming
Bible study, from which we tried to receive

YOU SOUND just |ke a Proteatant! Ortho-
doxy is not an Interpretation. It'a a way of
life. ft's truth|”

| gulped! My approach as a theologlan
presumad that one could only hold one's
own interpretation of anything, and heme
was ancther young persen articulating the
Orthodox way In a manner | would never
have dered! (For fear of limiting God
perhaps?) As for Truth:

"isn't this rather an amogant claim?", |
retaliated. After all, what Is truth?

Entering the small onion churches (as |
Wentifled them) always lifted me beyond
myself: the hundreds of fiickering candles

who participated in the coumes, Mihély
Kovécs, a member of a Hungardan Refor-
med Church group, tales below about the
Budapest camp.

It was envisaged that the visits would ofer
varibus ecumenical opportuniies and the
British SCM members were encouraged to
pomots and participate in such activities
while on placement. Carcline was able io
Join the youth pligrammage to Grabarka In
August.

The second part of the pmject Is
anticlpated o take place In March 1963.
About 20 young poeople from Eastem
Europe will visit England and undergo an
Intensive four weels of leadership fralning
which can be integmled into thelr home

power for the tasks in front of us everyday.

The afterncons’ programme was compited,
so that it would ba less stict than the
momings', but still give opportunity to use
English. Because of our Iintemational
guests, we went sight-sesing several times:
we were in the cinema, in a Bath, on an
excursion, and we even managed to get to
some concerts,

Woe did not always have luck with the
weather - rain sometimes disturbed the life
of the camp - but in these situations we
could see how God gives victory in difficul-
tes, and the feeling of balonging together
Just became stronger within the camp. That
was one of the biggest gifts of these two
weeks: that In spite of the hard conditions
of camping there was such an atmesphere
fulfilled with love, for which we can only

mesmorised; the pungent smell of incense
{(and sweatll) pervaded; the strong, desp
slavonic chanis echoed, the wall paintings
and leons fascinated, enlarging the near to
bursting walls and dmawing one Into an
experionce of worshipping with the whole
host of heaven. A feast for the senses
interwoven with a paradox of unsasiness
but compuisive longing o uncover this way
of llfe, this "Truth”, for mysaelf,

Such a tangble confontation with
transendence challenged my foolishness. |
wae tying o grasp at God thrmugh
academic quizzing, and as | was cloaing
my hands around answers, | still found that
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siuation. Local student groupa In Great
Britain will host the participants who will be
active In practical Involvement with local
and national networls. It Is envisaged that
Britsh student Christian nelworks and
industrial groups will be observed by the
groups, and they may participate In the
British 8CM annual Congress.

The project seels to promete Intemational
awareness and interaction, and o faclllate
cultural exchange. ft aims to ovemome
denominational and political bamiers while
recognising diverelity of situation. it woris o
the mutual benefit of young people In all
countries involved, in the expanding and
sharing of resources,

The project relles on voluntary donations.

give thanks. Apant from Bible studies, one
evening we went to the worship of a local
parish youth group at and on the Sunday
we fistened to the Word at a Reformed
service.

When the two weeks were almost over,
more and more people began to ask if
there is going to be a similar camp next
year; so we started thinking already, what
could be better? On our last evening
together we received the Lord's Supper at
a camp-fire, and said farewell to each
other. Finally, 1 would like to quote one of
our friends at the camp: "It was fantastic
that besides my English, my faith got richer
too. This was a real testimony.”

MIHALY KOVACS
Hungarian Youth Movement

| could not metain the unutterable wonder
that faced me In those churches... and still
the mystery lived deep within me. | was to
understand that theology In Orthodoxy was
not an [ssue ic be thrown amund and
argued. | was to discover it as faith
becoming reallsed, through the disciplined
response of a community committed o
reflecting the constant renewal of falth in
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. There was no
breaking down of the whole Into academic
and spiritual subsections. In fact contem-
plation of the God-head was barely ialked
about for fear of containing the uncontain-
able infinite that, once perceived to be
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conquered, undermined the richness of the
experionce of falth. Orthodoxy, | had to
agree, wag not just an nterpretation. It was
an infricate network of synthesising ele-
ments - liturgkeal, symbolic and biblical,
rooted in the history of a fafthful community.

But what of a ‘way of life’? Perhaps | was
mostly bemusad by the use of lcons. Faces
stared from all comers of Orthodox homes,
seemingly revered and ceriainly iissed in a
church context. Having overcome my horor
at the unhyglienkc element of muliHdssed
glasa, 1 fought the preconceived conclusion
of what appeared to be Idolotary. | was
assured, "An icon I8 a window 1o heaven.”
Yet that was albo a proposal | feared: In
reality, standing face to face with Jesus, |
questioned deeply whether or not |1 could
actually kiss Him. Waiching the trall of
young and old weave thelr way through the
crowds to the icons of Jesus in churches,
| became awash with my own nsufficient
love of God, as Jesus. | needed to
embrace Jesus very badly and to

discover a fuller salvation In my life. it had
been itbo easy ® brush aslde what
remained unresolved and malntain a safe
control on what was vulnemble. Perhaps
also a kisa revealed the most Intimate form
of relatonshlp - an outward sign of
commitment and honour, of trust and
sacrifice - the acknowledgement and
acceptance In this case, of a God concer-
ried fo be involved at every level of my
being. Afraid but desperately hungry, my
whole deslre was 1o engage with the
doration of this people, trusting their
tradition and faith, and o enter a way of life
that allowed the Holy Splrt to touch every
coll of body, mind and spirt. Heaven on
Earth. Once humbled, it was too easy
step forward, css myself and fouoh
Heavan through the leon.

So | had wrangled with the Father, met
Jesus I the ~* v:gle and been flled with
the Gmce ot the Holy Spiit 1 had
discovered nve,through Trinity. Moreover, |
had percesd more Truth on the way.

Perhaps mistakenly | had regarded Truth
as an ideal to be reached but in all, truth
hed shown Hself to be a rule, a rhythm by
which we strive to live - the blessing of
unity and divereity woven Info our lives, the
Grace by which we are created and
through which we perceive the world, The
richness of Orthodoxy lay In s ability to
reflect this, o set itself apart from individual
gain, from the potenfially dislinctive analy-
s that can undermine faith, and to engage
In being true to tis Inherttance and present
calling. Orthodoxy has paved a way | have
naver known as a Protestant and product
of Capitalist Seciety. How | marvel stlll at
the unfulfilled potential and yet possiblities
for the Church In the west, and how
blessed | am that my vislon for the Church
In Britein lies in a M[@ith nspired by
Orthodoxy.

CAROLINE STERN
British SCM

-The Chapel Retreat

CHAPEL LANE HOUGHTON CAMBRIDGESHIRE

Eastern Province The United Reformed Church in the United Kingdom

We offer first class accommodation for residential groups. We can sleep up
to 30 people in 6 bedrooms and have a common room, dining room,
kitchen, television, video and a games room with table-tennis equipment.

The Chapel Retreat is situated in a riverside village 65 miles (105km) north
of London, and is in easy reach of the university city of Cambridge.

For further information, please write to the Wardens at the address below,
or telephone: 44 (0) 480 63376 or 44 (0) 480 68535.

Address: Chapel Retreat, Church View, Chapel Lane, Houghton, Cam-
bridgeshire, GB-PE17 2AY, Great Britain
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CEC 10th Assembly, SYNDESMOS Assembly

CEC

Continued from p.14 :
Of course many borders are not blurred.
Many walls and divisions are entrenched
so deeply that they will take generations to
dissolve. What of the Catholics and Protes-
tants in Ireland? The Muslims and Chris-
tians in Turkey? The male and female roles
in many parts of Europe which are becom-

ing more polarised? The tensions between_
collaborators end dissenters throughout
eastern Europe? The barriers excluding
immigrants to the EC? It is no easy task to
tear down walls.

It is mmy hope, however, that the mutual
trust and understanding which has develo-
ped between EYCE, WSCF Europe, SYN-
DESMOS and CEC will continue, through
the experlence of the CEC Assembly, to be
a beacon of unity, searching for the com-

mon ground which will ene day answer
the prayer of Jesus that “all may be one”.

RUTH HARVEY

The writer is a student of Theology ai New
College, Edinburgh, She is a member of the
EYCE Executive, and the PWG of WSCF-
Europe

SYNDESMOS

Continued from p.18
The Orthodox Experlence

I was surprised at how strongly [ felt the
bond of unity. It was almost tangible.
Maybe it was the truly global nature of the
event, or that we all felt we were making
history, travelling as missionaries further
and further into this century’s ‘dark con-
tinent'. The Russian Church finally became
free of state interference only last August
(1991}, and there was a truly joyous sense
of liberation in the air. The Russian All-
Church Orthodox Youth Movement was
formed as recently as 1988 - the millenial
anniversary of Holy Russia - and its
members were obviously very pleased to
be hosting the Assembly, But | am sure
also that there is a very real bond between
Orthodox of a different nature to that
amongst Christians at other events [ have
attended.

For non-QOrthodox to try to understand
Orthodoxy it is necessary to appreciate just
how much ‘the Church’ is part of
everyone's existence, and of everyday life.
[t is not an institution or building, bult all
the people of Orthodoxy, the body of
Christ. My carefully nurtured Protestant
cynicism, and willingness to question and
reinvent structures and systems, was
rudely confronted by people of an age,
education and background similar to my
own, who submit to the authority and
teachings of the Church and its clergy, and
who follow liturgies and ceremonies that
have remained virtually unaltered for more
than 1500 years. Here also were people
prepared to argue, intelligently and reason-
ably, for the absolute ‘rightness’ of their
own faith compared to mine.

I was beginning to understand why
WSCF can seem so new and unusual to
Orthodox, and what an un-Orthodox feel it
might have with people running round
abandoning the Church, junking the bits of
the Bible they do not like, and making up
their own prayers and liturgies as they go.
The Assembly had services everyday, vary-
ing from short moming prayers to full

four-hour eucharists. Some of these were
on the boat, but others, more majestic,
were in the churches we visited. I tried to
follow them with an English-language
book, but got lost too many times, and
eventually just settled back to take it all in.
One service in particular, a Liturgy in the
monastery at Kostroma, stands out in my
memory as particularly magical, with a
setting of high church walls, and delicate,
pale frescoes and a back-drop of a golden
iconostasis, The five bishops wore red and
gold embroidered robes, and enormous
crowns, and the priests black and white
robes, with the Church full of local people
as well as Assembly participants. To one
side was the choir, like a chorus at the
opera, singing mesmorising harmonies,
and complementing the gentle swirling
melodies sung by the congregation. Here
we were, hundreds of us, mostly thou-
sands of miles from home, in a ceremony
of apes, when cultural and linguistic dif-
ferences melt away, and we can glimpse
the reality and the beauty of the body of
Christ,

Negative reactions to ecumenism seem to
fall into three categores. (1) Mine is the
true faith, now and forever, so why should
I have any dealings with ‘other faiths'? It is
impossible for the teachings of the Church
to be altered, so why be involved with
people who may see that as a (far off)
goal? (2) Other Churches allow things that
contravene the teachings of my Church
{women priests, etc.). (3) Even if ecumen-
ism is a good thing, now is not the time for
it, because there are so many other impor-
tant things to do first just in my Church. I
met these reacHons in varying degrees,
both at the Ecurrenism discussion group,
and in the Assembly generally. Of these
the third is currently the strongest felt. We
were made acutely aware of this in Russia.

The big issue at the moment for all
Orthodox is proselytism. The new free-
doms in Russia have allowed other
Churches access to lands and peoples
historically in the Russian Church - they
come from the West, and are well financed
with the capacity to expand like armies

MOZAIK 2/1992

across territory the Church believes is its
own. Some Protestant and Catholic
Churches have set up missions, treating
Russia as a spiritual desert. Newer evanpge-
lical Churches are also expanding there,
and these groups are gemerally termed
‘Protestant’; all Protestant Churches are
thus condemned with them. Ecumenism
can easily be taken to mean consorting
with such Churches and so hostility deve-
lops. It is for us in organisations like WSCF
to show that the Protestant Churches some
of our members belong to are just as
opposed to (and at risk from) the newer
Churches as the Orthodox. And also that
the proselytising Churches are certainly
not interested In ecumenism. Through
WSCF and similar ecumenical bodies,
people from many different confessions
can work together in condemning prosely-
lisers and promotling the respect of other
traditions.
Concluslon

In this week of International Orthodoxy, I -
learned and experienced a great deal, and
there really can be no substitute for being
there. The presence of WSCF at single-
confession events is important not just as a
*witness’ for the Federation, but for what is
brought back and imparted. I hope now
that I will be able to sppreciate far more an
Orthodox perspective in WSCF's work.

The memories of the trip will last a long
time. In the evenings, Assembly partici-
panis would gather in one of the bars on
the boat, where the two resident bands, in
old Russian dress, would regale us unkl
morning with traditional Russian songs. At
times it was easy to feel that we were
glimpsing part of the Russian character, It
is true that many Russian people some-
times look unsmiling and hard-faced, but
at the close of the day, when hard times
are forgotten, the vodka is flowing and
someone is on the balalaika, everyone
comes alive in singing and dancing. And
when Mother Russia taps her foot, you
have to join in.

MICHAELFEAKES
British SCM
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Blah, Biah, Blah/ Abbreviations, Subscriptions

Amsterdam - Location of WSCF-Europe office

Big E - WSCF-Europe youth and siudent festival,
Birmingham, August 19689

Blg E 83 - WSCF-Europe youth and student festival,
to be held in Woudschoten, August 1993

Blalystok - Location of EEP office (Poland),

Birmingham - Location of Big E

| CEC - Conference-of European Churches

EECCS - European Ecumenical Commission for
Church and Society

EELLP - WSCF Eastern Europe Language and
Leadership Project, coordinated from Swansea

EEP - WSCF Eastern Europe Project, based in
Bialystok

EFECW - Ecumenical Forum of European Christian
Women

ERA - European Ragional Assembly of WSCF-
Europe: large conference/business meeling every
two years, deciding future plans, elecling ERC, etc.

ERC - European Regional Committee of WSCF-
Europe, made up of 11 representatives from
National Movements, each with different functions:
executive body of WSCF-Europe, meeting about
twice a year

"~ The Who, What and Where of WSCF

Getting lost in acronyms? Drowning in abbreviations? Having problems
sorting out the Euro- this, that and the other? Read on!

EGGYS - Ecumenical Global Galhering of Youth and
Students, Sao Paolo, Brazil, July 1993

ExCo - Executive Committes of WSCF, made up of 2
representatives from each Ragion, meeting once a year

EYC - European Youth Centre, Strasbourg, where many
WSCF-Europe conterences are held

EYCE - Ecumenical Youth Council in Europe

Geneva - Location of IRO

Hirschluch - Location of ERA, August 1991

IMCS - International Movement of Catholic Students

1RO - Inter-Regional Office of WSCF, Ecumenical Centre,
Geneva, where the WSCF's work is coordinated

IYCS - International Young Catholic Students

SCM - Student Christian Movement

Strasbourg - Location of EYC

SYNDESMOS - World Fellowship of Orthodox Youth

Swansea - Location of EELLP office (Wales)

WCC - World Council of Churches

WSCF - World Student Christian Federation

WSCF-Europe - Europe Region of WSCF

Woudschoten - Location of Big E 93 (Netherlands)

YMCA - Young Men's Christian Association

YWCA - Young Women's Christian Association

Subscribe to

MOZAIK

I'd like to receive MOZAIK in the future

Je voudrais recevoir MOZAIK aussi a I'avenir

Ich méchte MOZAIK auch in der Zukunft bekornmen

Surname/Nom/Name:
First-name/Prenom/Vorname:

Address/Addrese:

Country/Pays/Land:

To: WSCF-Europe, Prins Hendriklaan 37, NL-BA 1075 Amsterdam, Netherlands
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Blah, Blah, Biah/ Address List

Contact Addresses

Austria
ESG in Osterreich
Schwarzpanierstrasse 13
Postfach 15
A-1096 Wien IX
Tel: 43-222-4239183

ESG In Osterreich Studentische
Obfrau

Ruth Behonek

Kaiger Josel Platz 9

A-8010 Graz

Tel: 43-316-B11025/43-316-2848072
Bulgaria

General Secretary of the Holy Synod

Ecumenical Department

Bulgarian Patriarchate

4 Oborishie Straet

BG-1090 Sofia

Czechoslovakia
Mrazova, Alzbeta
V, Jircharich 13 (HBS)
CS-11000 Praha
Tel; 42-2-201972/42-6-57-4639
Fax: 42-2-2320878/42-2-2320978

Denmark
Kirkatjenesten i Danmark
Kidvermarksvej 4
DK-8200 Arhus N
Tel: 45-86-162655

Estonia
Eesti Kristiike Ulipilaste Urrendua
cfo Priit Maamets
Uus ., 513
Luunja
Tartu Maakond 202420

General Secrelary of the Consistory

Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Estonia

T, Pddum

Reamaiukogu B

SU-200106

Tallin

Finland

Ortodoksinen Opiskeljaitio
Orhodoxa Student Férbund r.y,
/o Mina Vanska

Sepénkalu 46a A8

SF-80 100 Joansuu

Tel: 358-73-123929

Suomen Kristillinen Ylioppilaslitto
Siltasaarenkatu 11 C47
SF-00530 Halsinki

Tel: 358-0-719633

Fax; 358-0-761734

Francé
AEPP
46 Rue de Vaugirard
F-75006 Pans
Tel: 33-1-43543149

Fédération Frangaise des Associa-
tions Chrétiennes D'Etudiants

26 Bis, Rue de Vauboyen

F-31570 Bidvres

Tel: 33-1.60192136

Fex; 33-1-60193230

Germany
ESG in der BRD (Os1)

Immanuelkirchstragsse 1a
D-0-1055 Berin

Tel: 37-2-4372642

Fax; 37-2-43627685

ESG in der BRD {West)
Tunisstrasse 3

D-5000 K&in 1

Tel: 49-221-235427
Fax: 48-221-256674 .

WSCF Coordinator
ESG in der BRD

Karl Sghnapauff
Bariastrasse 14
D-4600 Dortmund 72
Tel: 49-231-630920

Great Britain
SCM ol Great Britain
186 St. Paul's Road
Balsall Heath
GB-B12 8LZ Birmingham
Tel: 44-21-440-3000
Fax: 44-21-446-4080

WSCF Coordinator
SCM of Great Britain
Wayne Crecker
SCMMCM

Crwys Chapel

77 Richmong Road
GB-CF2 3BR Cardiff
Tel: 44-222.463-880

Greece
EKIX
¢/o Roa Frountzou
T. Pertsemli 11-13
GR-16231 Athens
Tel: 30-1-7656899

EXON

c/o Panagiotis Zerilis
56 Thrakis sir,

Ano llioupolis 16431
GR-Athens

Student and Scientist Christian
Association

3 Souliou Street

GR-Athens 142

Tel: 30-1-621278

Hungary
Fabiny, Tamas _
Lutheran Youth Association
Kapona u. 14
H-1102 Budapesl
Tel: 36-1-157-2598

Kovacs, Minaly

Limanova tér 9-19

H-1149 Budapest

Tel: 86-1-251-3447
Italy

Fedarazione Giovanile Evagelica

ltaliana

c/o ltalo Benedetti

Viale Piscicelli 37

1-03036 Isola Liri (F)

Tel: 39-776-808364
Netherlands

LOS

Landelijk Overleg Studentengemeen-

ten
Prins Hendnklaan 37

NL-1075 BA Amsterdam
Tel: 31-20-6627956
Fax: 31-20-8755736 ¢/o LOS

Norway
Norges Kristelige Studentforbund
Universitelsgaten 20
N-0162 Oslo 1
Tel: 47-2-420635
Fax: 47-2-337186

Poland
Fellowship of Orthedox Youth
Ul Liniarskiego 2
PL-15 420 Bialystok
Tel: 48-85-240-88
Fax: 48-85-240-88

Lerch, Komelia

Association of Theologica! Students
UL. Miodowa 21

PL-00246 Warszawa

Portugal
Moviemento Academici Christao
c/o Rule Isabe! Marcelino
Pta Das Camelias, Lte C7 2 Esq.
P-2870 Montijo

Romania
Ploieslesanul, Bishop Nilon
Patriarchal Assislant
Romanian Patriarchate
Depariment of Foreign Atlairs
Str. Antim 28
RO-70666 Bucharest
Fax: 40-0-313413

Russia
Bezchesny, Sergei
¢/o Danilowski Val 22
Room or. 310
SU-11 3191 Moskwa
Tal: 7-095-23222043/7-095-3248186
Fax; 7-085-2302619

Union of Evangelical Christian
Baptisis

Alexander Kozenko

PO Box 520

SU-101000 Moskwa

Fax: 7-95-2273990

His Eminence Kyrill

Archbishop of Smolensk and
Kalinigrad

Head Department External Church
Relation

Danilowski Val 22

SU-11 3191 Moskwa

Fax: 7-095-2302619

Serbia

Dekanat Bogolsovnog Fakullelos
Prof. Dribislav Simic

7 July Street No. 2

YU-11000 Belgrade

Tel: 38-11-630268

His Heliness Serbian Patriarch Paul
Serbian Orthodox Patriarchale

PO Box 182

YU-11001 Belgrade

Tel: 38-11-635699

Fax: 38-11-638875/38-11-182780

Novakovic, Luka
Orthodox Theology Faculty
UL 7 Jula 2
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Addresses of National
Movements, National
Contacts, WSCF
Working Groups,
Networks and Projects

YU-11000 Belgrade
Spain
Iglesia Evengelica
Ester Rubio Vinacua
Marques de Ahumade 28 40 B.
E-50006 Zaragoza
Tel: 34-27-31-18

Switzerland
Mouvement des Eludiants Chrétiens
en Suisse
c/o Kurt Straub
Hochshulgemeinde
Auf Der Mauer 6
CH-8001 Zirich
Tel: 41-1-2514410

Sweden
Kristna Studentrdrelsen i Sverige
Golgaran 3
S-753 15 Uppsala
Tel: 46-18-521215
Fax: 46-18-550042

WSCF

WSCF-Europe Offlee
Prins Hendriklaan 37
NL-1075 BA Amsterdam
Netherlands

Tel: 31-20-6754821

Fax: 31-20-6755736

Eastern Europe Project

Wiodek Misijuk

UL Antoniuk Fabryczny 13 15-762
PL-15-762 Bialystok

Potand

Tel: 48-855-12514

Fax: 48-855-12514

Eastern Europe Language and
Leadarship Project

Becky Brannan

B Eastern Crescant

Uplands

GB-SA14QJ Swansea

Tel: 44-792-653-700

Programmatic Working Group
Anders Wesslund

Flintvagen 6:5

5-807 40 Umeé

Sweden

Tol: 46-30-190568

Women's Network

Christiane Kemmler
DelbriickestraBe 38a

D-1000 Berlin 33

Germany

Tel: 49-30-8265528/49-30-8256974

Publicatlona Working Group
Michael Feakes

186 S, Paul's Road

Balsall Heath

GB-B12 BLZ Birmingham
Greal Britain

Tel: 44-21-440-3000

Fax: 44-21-446-4060

Solidarity Working Group
Frank Meier Seransen
Abildgade 12 Il

DK-8200 Arhus N
Denmark

Tal: 45-86-162282
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1992

October
34

9-12

19-25

23-30
November
13-17

1415

1993
January

February
20-27

May

19

w

June

July

10-26
August

3-11
November

*

December

-

WSCF Gazette

Diary of WSCF, National Movement and other events

llienl, Romania
Belfast

Finland
Budapest

Amstardam

Brussels

Latin America

Porto

Hungary
Wales

Finland

Sa0 Paolo, Brazil

Woudschoten, Netherlands

Moscow {lo be confirmed)

Opening of International Christian Youth Center
EYCE Interim Women's Working Group

ESCC Preparatory Committee

WSCF Conference: “Ethnlc Minorities In Europe"’

Blg E 93 Thematle Commlitee meating

ECB Executive Committee

WSCF Executlve Commilitee meeting

WSCF Conference: “Europe-Latin America: 500 Years Ahead”
CEC Central Commitlee

WSCF/EYCE/EFECW meeting: "Women and Flnances"”
WSCF Staff and Board Members Consultation: “Ecumenism”

European Student Chaplain's Conference

EGGYS: “Where there are no Vislons, People shall Perlsh”

Blg E 93: “Many Gifts, One Spirit!” :

WSCF Executive Committee meeting

WSCF European Regional Assembly

For further information on any of the above events, contact ydﬁr National Movement, or the WSCF
office in Amsterdam




